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ah dear friends and 3 


AVING drawn up theſe 1 
: tures upon the. Church-catechiſm, 
chiefly for your benefit, and in diſcharge 
of my office amongſt you ; I now take this 
method of making them better known to 
vou, and wou'd gladly beſpeak your ſa- 
vourable attention to them. , Which 1 
have the more reaſon to hope for, as I can 
truly ſay they are publiſhed by the advice, 
and at the repeated requeſt, of ſome per- 
ſons of knowledge and experience; who 
judged they might be of ſervice to the 
cauſe of * | 
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commend you to God's bleſſing in 
the reading of them; in whoſe hands a 
well- meant attempt may 9 be: to you, 
others, the lavour, of life unto life 3 and, 
with my hearty prayers that it may be ſo, 
deſire you to accept this public 2 Fase 
of my 8 and concern for Pan Who 


am, 895 | ; N ; | 
4. 23 U 3 5 . 4, 


'Þ Have only one or two o-things to deſire 


of the Reader, by way of Preface. One 


is, that if he is a real chriſtian, preſſing 
into the Kingdom of God, he wou'd not 


quarrel with me for a form of expreſſion, 


or peculiarity of opinion ; differing per- 


of the eſſence of religion; but that we 
may ſtrengthen one anotheifts hands in the 


cat point of turning to God, according 


to the faith of Chriſt, in the way of an in- 
ward work, under the Influences of the 


Spirit. . 
A „„ The 


from his, in one or more points, not 
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The other i is, that if he be a Formaliſt, 


er outward. profeſſor only, and has never | 


been ſtir d up to ſeek after the Redemp- 
tion that is by Chriſt, in the deep 1 
of his heart; "bu wou'd confider ſeriouſly 
with himfelf, whether Religion, accord- 
ing to the plain meaning of the Bible, is 

not Converſion? and whether any kind of 

religion, which leaves him juſt where it 


found him, without working any cha 


of his tempers, and affections, can be 
Riots: to God, or a round of his Pre- 
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Deſign, with God's help, to 
the Church. catechiſm with you bri 
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Not ſo much in the way of an Expoſi- 
tion, as to teach you how to apply it, and 
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bring it home to yourſelves ; by turning i * 
into fo many heads of ſelf- examination. 
That, if it pleaſe God, we may ſee and 
confider whether we have yet made a right 
uſe of the excellent inſtruction afforded us 
in it; by laying it up in our hearts, and 
converting it into the nouriſhment of our 
fouls. To give you ſome underſtanding — 
of what I mean. _ 

*FFhe Church-catechiſm is a ſhort and 
plain inſtruction in theſe ſeveral Points. 
„ Tan Covenant. 2. The 
Chriſtian Faith. 3. The Chriſtian Obe 
dience. 4. The "Chriſtian Prayer. 5. 
The Chriſtian Sacraments. Now. 

Do you remember ſo much as the words 
of this ſnort inſtruction? and if you do, 
have you a proper underſtanding of it? 
Did you ever meet with any difficulties in 
it? and if you did, was you careful and 
defirous to get them removed? Alas! 
alas! I fear many of thoſe to whom I am 
ſpeaking, cannot truly ſay thus much for 
themſelves. God help us the while! for 
it is a ſad reproach to us who call ourſelves 
Chriſtians, and wou'd take it ill not to be 
thought ſo, to be ſo ignorant of the great 
truths of our moſt _—_ Religion, as we 
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STO” are. But now obſerve what 1 ſay. | 
If we had never ſo perfect a knowledge of 20 


it, and of all the particulars of our duty, yet 
if this be all—it we reſt here with all ur 


n 
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fare we have done juſt nothing. "Our  _ 15 
knowledge is ſtill in the head; Flere: 5 
can do us no 


The end of all divine knowledge i is Pac | 
tice, and ſelf- application. It is intended TY 
to be the: touchſtone of the heart. There 

it is that it muſt do it's work in us; ant | 
there it.is that we muſt work with 8 

I I have a right underſtanding of the 2 
| Cbriflian Covenant, do I willingly receive 
it, and have I enter'd into it in the Per b 
ſence of God? 1 
If we know what we mean, when we | 4 
: fay- We believe all the Articles of the = 
Chriſtian Faith. do we alſo believe lo ibe 19 
ſaving of ibe Soul? Heb. x. 39. Do we 34 
content ourſelves with barely believing : 5 ta 
or only thinking that we believe, when in- bk 
deed we do not; or is our Faith a living, | 1 | f 
working principle i in us; from God; pro- 1 
ducing Chriſtian Obedience, 8 all the fruits "128 
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of a holy canverſation? _ 4 
We all know that prayer is a urn of | 1 
the TRE n, | And perhaps 4 


Ve. "of 


IM N 
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we may go ſo far toward the quieting of Ml 
Nanieace, as to uſe ſome Jaily ring of Mi 
rayer. But is our prayer an md work? 
ls it the prayer of the heart from what we 
feel of our miſery and corruption? Do we 
ask ſpritual bleſſings ' of God, with the 
lame true, earneſt deſire, that a perſon 
ready to periſh with hunger wou'd ask for 
bread ; as knowing within ourſelves that 
weare undone, if God e not grant what 
we pray Hoſes 1705 | 
We ay, the Chri ian Fee ate 
neceſſary to ſalvation. But do we look 
well to the end and deſign of them? Have 
we, ſince we came to years of deſcretion, 
turn'd our Baptiſm into a true covenanting 
with God? Is the ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper precious in our eyes; as the me- 
morial of Chriſt's body broken, and his 
blood ſhed for us, by which alone we ob- 
tain remiſſion of our fins? Do we come 
to it with holy deſires, and hearts full of 
gratitude ; as the token and ſeal of God's 
mercies to us in Chriſt? And do ve uſe 
is as a means ef grace, and of building 
ourſelves up in our moſt holy faith) 
Thus it is we ſhould draw nouriſhment 
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all kinds of religious inſtruction- And 


if we do not thus bring all we learn home 
to ourſelves, it will be no better to us 
than an idle tale. If we had never ſo exact 


ja. | wou'd be the ſame to us as no knowledge; 


God, and the Chriſtian happineſs. The 
one thing neceſſary is converſion; and 
converſion comes by ſelf- application; 'I 
mean, as begun, and carried on by ba 
Holy Spirit. 

? * then, I fhall ſpeak to you 
for a few Sundays upon our  Church-cate< 


A word or two in ſeaſon, if it pleaſes 
God, may reach one hearts ;  anguthat 


nian Covenant. We are told, what 
is God's part of this Covenant, and what 
is ours. What he does, and will do for 


4 do for ourſelves 3 O rather conſent, and 
deſire He ſhould do in us. Heb. viii. 10. 12. 
God's Pry of thus covenant is, That all 
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a knowledge of the way of ſalvation, and 
XZ of all the points of Chriſtian doctrine, it 


it will never bring us one jot nearer to 


chiſm. As I told you before, at this 
time, rather to enforce than explain it. 


is what I aim at. 5 
The firſt of the 5 parts which. 1 told 
you. the Catechiſm. is divided into, is the 


us, and what we engage on our parts to 
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wh truly Anke upon bee the pro- 
feſſion of ie Chriſtian religion by baptiſm, 
are made Members of: Cbriſ, Gbildren of « God, 
and Inheritors of the Kingdom of heaven. 
Know for certain, that it is an unſpek- 
Fable mercy of God to man, in his con- 
demned, fallen ſtate, thus to prevent him 
with his goodneſs. To offer him a cove- 
nant of peace; to forgive his ſins; to take 
us into himſelf by Chriſt; to make us his 
children by adoption, and heirs of ever- 
laſting life. ' 1 ſay again, unſpeakably 
teat is the mercy of God towards us! 
Indeed ſo great as almoſt to ſtagger our 
5 belief of it. When we conſider our own 
unworthineſs, e can hardly perſuade our- 
ſelves of the truth of what is told us. But 
thatiit is ſo, we may be fully aſſur'd by... 
theſeplain Scriptures, amongſt manyothers. 
. as the body is one, and hath :ma | 
members, and all ihe members of I bat bne tody, 
2 being many, art on⁰e body'; % alſo is Chriff.; for 
by e e 8 pike e ino one body. 
x” Cor. il. a. are members of 
ee ene fiſh ond. of bis bones. Ehp. 
Vi 30. Me are all ibe children of God by 
Dab, c Feſt ; 142 1 as Ang, of you 
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Grit dom. viii. 179. S 
And the meaning of al Amed 3 | 

as theſe is, That we, who. are by nature, 
children of wrath; dead in treſpaſſes and 

Fug and utterly: unable by any will or 

- power of our own, to help ourſelves out 
of our wretched, condition of weakneſs, -: 

corruption, .and GN alienation from te 

lite of God; are, by being taken into _ 

1 ap partakers of his nature; as 2 

limb. or member, has the ſame FARE 
ich. ay is nouriſhed: by it's. 

pb ch by the free to Which it 2 

TM God ſces us in Cheat as parts, or members 
$ his: body; or as FE does 2 8 himſelf. 


1 unces 0 2 5 a 
5 555 


1 members. . 75 4 1 
fy; 'our. nien with 2 875 'we 5 
God; clear of all blame; 3.48 - 
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worthy of the vocation wherewithave are meg | 
ed; (Eph: iv. 1.) and be made meet to be 
IS of the inberitauce of The” feine i m 
light. Col 3-00 YT OO 
Well chen; is all this glad tidings to | 
your Hig TJoul?” A welcome and Tea 
fonable relief to you in your periſhing. 
condition? And de you indeed vafue 28 
privileges miote than all the 03 Os 
are you careleſs and una wakeir d, ant al- 
together ignorant of thefe matters? Or do 
you reſolve to truft to your baptiſm {- 
you neither conſider the terms, nor look 
after the bleffings, nor make good o0d"the 
engagements of it? Lou fay, ure 4 
member of Chriſt. Then yon have re- 
ceived. the forgiveneſs of your fins.” For 
no man can be a Wender of 0 in hi; 
natural ftate, and with PR itt of his fins 
upon him. But ürt you in ht by a true 
and living 7 e | a8 
member of his bo 9 8 * 
bim into a new e as” there 
time when you came to mim with * 
| FG or earneſt defire, for the hit 5 
; our fs? And did you ever apply 
1 e and © begiof God to upph 
to you; as an inefti | 


aprap-ln 


FW. 
thing leſs than life from the dead 3 You ſam 
you are a child of God. But is your heart ta- 


 wardg God, as the heart of 4 loving, and 


Fe a e is bg) it's father ? de- 


Ain aring to offend him, 
and ew oi bis wall 2 You. A, v 
loam. aven. 


is the 15 „ de re towards your 


5 ml \NRELIANGE Do you chuſe it for 


vou poxtion? And reſolve, by the grace 
af od, 10, cure, your rele, 10 it, Whatr 
bs Hye 19k Naur, cg rns in chi 


bu "Dow oj lars wr: 
with 115 


quaint n in ward a3 this, 
will our baptiſm be a benefit ih a bleſſing 
to us. But if we only learn the words of 


our Catechiſm when we are children; and 
| ſoon forget it ; and think no more' of i it ; 


at leſt not in the way I am ſhewing you; 
our baptiſm is no baptiſm, let us be bap- 


: tiſed when we will; whether in our infan-. 


cy, or at man's eſtate. Unleſs we can be. 
Members of Chriſt, Children of God, 


| and Inheritors of the Kingdom of. hes. 
= ven, without knowing what. it is to be 


ſo, or ever. concerning ourſelves abour 


its . at the lame that we are ſlaves of 


thisx m. 
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an, and bare A heart for 60 
world. n | 
Lean then to p he: 
Search che Scriptures roge- 
cher with it. Think with'y 
if you are not member 
vor own act and deed; 
venanting with him, when, vod ate of 4 
for it, you are undone for ever. And then 
think with yourſelves, whether you are ſo 
now; or have any deſire to be 0 And 
miay God convince you of the 
neceſſit 355 of the One. 


: 0 ith, 1755 


24 go ant! 2011 
ye rin Al 1959 2 LY 
my, ; 2 1280 10 4 &Y 


Sen n 
ves, that 


rs of * Chrift, Er. by 
by a "teal 00. 


in Chriſt; and 
rours of tur 


: + 
12818 by 8414 -2 


S en 


ke = aw 


Ivf not 4 
$9353) Oats 10; 05 
2 4ig9 Fin 10 21 dnl. 
0 583 <a 0 107; 


19 il Bis 


Is 0 St 


W 


Mo. 


; #.X4-Þ - 77 4 IS $f > 7 * > - = 
WET 190 in * EFF Art 
1 2 * - : . : 4 * e 
; © . 1 * — 4 5 . 5 5 % 5 1 £% 7 k R 1 < — 5 » — * „ . 
COLNE OE DFT : . 
+ #; 77 * * 8 « 1 
? 4 f FE 2 1 * — 
* 11305 ; n {ELF ST 7 


T 8 
chm is not only to explain it where it 


you how to apply it; and by means of it "MY 
to bring the matter berwixt Gad and your 5 


tchĩs ſhort inſtruction; ar if you do. con Ef; 
tent yourſebves- with) barely knowing it. 


Without bringing it home to yourſelves, - 
and examining your conſciences byit. = 
Short as it is, let me tell you it con- 3 
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your? char iy deſign in 
ſpeaking to you upon the Church · cate- 


may be neceffary 3 but”. chiefly | to teach - 


fouls to ſome iſſue. 

And I pray God you may not Groot 
yourſelves: with a vain hope of being Chriſ- 
tiarts, or in a way to obtain the chriſtian - 
reward; when perhaps many ef you do 15 
not ſo much as remember the words of 


tains matters of very high concernment 
to us; and therefore what we had need 


+! be 


(8) 


be well 1 in; if we expect any ths: | 
nefit, or comfort from our religion. The 
chief points it offers to our conſideration 
and belief, are ſuch as the wiſeſt men upon 


earth could neverhavearrived toa knowledge es 


of, without the help of God. But what, 
now they are revealed, all with his help 
may, and upon the peril of their ſouls, 
muſt know; let them be never fo ſimple, 
and unlearned. All conſiſts in a willing 
and well » difpos'd mind; for ſuch Gs 
himſelf will teach, by putting. bis Jaws) info. 
therr minds; and writing them upon their bedits. 
Heb. viti, 10. And if any are ignorant 
of what is neceſſary to falvation;when they 
have ſuch: a teacher to go to; let them 
pretend what they will, there can be but 
one true reaſon for it, viz. That in the 
bottom of their hearts, they do not ret : 
the knowledge of his ways 
The ſeveral parts into which thei F vg 
chifm may be 3 are, 1. The Chrif- 
tian Covenant. The Chriſtian Faith. 
3. The Chriſtian Obedience. 4. The 
Christian Prayer. Wo 1 The Chriſtan Sa- 


craments. e ALERT. rtr > 15H 
The 1ft. of theſe: is the Chriſtan Co- 


n And G 2 85 of this Cover n 
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ant den © told; is: cheat all be 
truly take upon: themſelves the profeſſion 
of Chriſt's religion in baptiſm, are Mew 
bers ef Gu; Children ꝙ G NE 
tte Kingdom of heben. And if yourremems. 
berarhat I told yqu of , ee un? 
= ſpeakablemezey of being taten into Gd 
= Family and Kingdom 28 bn we 
= children;i when wie were dead in ref] 
and fins; members of the Devil's 
dom; and cu d do hothing to helps 4 
ſelves in our ſa&-condition' of miſery ang 
corruption: That by virtuetof our union 
S with Chriſt, weareipartakers of his nature; 
LY ob his life, Werfer j and look. 
ed upon by God as ſuch; as s parts oi 
be of Chriſt's body, in hom He is 
= well pleaſed; H ſay, if you riglitly under 
= ſtand: ng and. eſpecially if God has given 
you the grace to apply ic; you wilkhe gif _ 
| poſed, and deſirous to know w¹at is your 
part of this Covenant; and what you muſt 
do to ſecure wy tle to ſuch invaluable 
bleſſings- i Ore OTITIS S 
And for certain, our part "of this bleſ: 
Y ſed Covenant is no. other than what is here 
= told us, viz.. That ve ur io run, 
WO Poul aud all bis works" the pumps a 


'V anities | 


and ali 24 dert That wicked Spi- 
rit. xhom the Scripture calls the Praca 
Jo. xiv, 30. and the Gad of ibis world, 
2 Car. iv, 3. Becauſe this world, by 
the permiſſion of God, is the place where 
he exerts his power and malice ;. and be- 
cCauſe by the ſin of our firſt parents, he 
has gotten: but too great a doininion 
ver 8 fouls of men, aul laadt 4% 
wan ¶ them capiive at his will. 2. Tim. 
ü, 26.—— Together with the whole 
crew of fallen Angels; wham he drew 
aſter him in his revolt, and rebellion a- 
gainſt God. And who, zas St. Jude tells 


„„ 
a F Ibis wicked bur 5: a 4 
% fuel nffs of, db ggf . Fo bolieve' all 
the Articles of tbe uhr J 
keep CH boy; will an commundments,: 


and {0 walk iu the ſame all abe days our 
Irs. -A ſhort word upon eath of theſe 


heads by way of! explanation, may i be ab 


much 8 is neceſſarya. If the heart is: reas 


of the undetſtanding i is ſoon informed 


But fo long aß that continnes harden'd, 


ewe b belief; no inſtruction ether: 12 


God ar man will take place. Tf): 1 
1 A. mige 20 ehe: be Droit 


en . * chains under daxk- 
3 ol 78 


„ 
ER WO PPP ˙ AA EFT: -c 15 


yur Ry why pF ww WF, WW... 


BY 


$78 Þ? 


* 
» 


* 


1 
* 


eee 


3 
* 


N 7. * 


bh $5 / 1 ; 
P's MT a} whe 1 8 Ked „ "A r N 
! A 4p 5 8 „ SY ROPE IG? þ 44 vs q 5 . 8 * 
X's 7%. rc Ly fe: 1 > we \ LAS) . 5 n * * # 
n 9 >. 1 pr Nn > 7 4.18956 5 797 5 - n n . 
n Re Se Oh ack x 33333 =: E N 85 5 . 
; 7 72 e TT N25) Re 4 — E r 
N * 3 „„ d 
D 9 


* 
=) 
n 2 7 3 
m/s ante the; acer 3 _— 
6. From:whenceme learn ahat there is 
a large company bf, wicked*Spirits,Laubo! 
are fallen from God, and have loft; thein 
happineſs dorevetoo Yhatdlicir particular 
crime was, >L:dow't i know that: Scripture, 
any were inform us. + Butwehave:reaſon: - 
to believe it wasiPridel: Acaſting off their 
dependaing upon Gad and a proud ama 
nation to be-greatandpowertul,cwiſe and 
Py in theirrown 'Qrengths r | 
; E 12 2 Ge 5 odge | « 


can ap 1 
wiſdom, on righteouſneſs. And:: ils can 
preſerve our union; it God r promote 
our return to Hirh;; hut Humilirpag heb - 
this be a warning mus; and Rep uv e 


lo in ourowm ene. But what it cohoerng 
as more eſpecialhy to nom of the Devil; 
4 and his angels, 1s, Hirſt, That ing perſiſted 
1 in, lerer ſeperate us far. ever 
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mn Gehts; 1 has dewe! them vand;\as : 


certainly expoſc us to the vengeance bf e- 
ternal. fire. Stcondly, That their natiirr 
_ is ſo wWhally changed from what: iti was, 
_ that inftead of being' good, andbbappygand = 

glorious ertatures as they bnte, were, they = 

are now; 'cruebandirevengetal:;full.ot has 
tred, and ſpite, and malice to God and 
to his whole brgatian. /Fhey take. plęa- 
ſure in foals and: flaves N ma- 
mas they can. They ompid * 
S e 8 | 


perpetual Ge dad waddncls 
| one © we arc under 2 negeſſiy 
of relldancing either Gad ur thems We 
uniſt abliur“ thei! natue dreadi them 
| and :auard again their ile 
| 5 &be-the-- chabiber: af Lock, ad 
beirs of his &! -we-wmmitbe faithful 
in our allegiante: and ſubject ton to hun: 
We muſt fight manfully:gainſt bis and 
our great enemies A andi rt ſob ra hy tho 
grace of Gad to ; keep gurſelves at tho 
greateſt diſtance tom all thoſe: accuried 
LEmpers,: which make the Devil what he 
is.; are! a pveſent, hell. within ns, and 
will be our tozmentors for ever: viz. 
Het pride, 
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ide malice, envy, rerengt, lying, and 
2 ting i from which laſt Quality, uf 
vou do mot know it, the Devil has his 
kame. For the word Devil) dt 
Slanderer, or Evil-ſpeaker. z noi 
2. Me also promiſe iu nennuunce the pumpt 
au wanitivs of this: — world. And, 3, 
all the finſul lufts of the fleſs. I will tell 
briefly what 1 think Ons. to undlerſtand 
by: theſe expreſfions. | 10 : FHLOITY 

The Horld is — —.— n ld | 
nfs. Jo. v. 4, That is to Tay, as the 

neruliwy 'of .thoſe uh live -an-it at all 
imes . im vain and fin- 
bl perſuits e Or greedy: of whar) chey call 
ipod sage it; making them the 
chief en and aim of their living; getting 
them ioo often by. unlawfol metals or 
howevety ſpending all their time anti pains 
about chem, ſo as to be. a ahve 
eternal intereſt; and the great end of their 
creation. Andi che — of this would, 
great abundunce of the conveniencrs of 
he; it's riches, honours, and pleaſures, 
are ſtileU pomps wni> auanities; ras having a 
_ gaudy appearance ; darling the ſenſes; and 
looking fair ta eyrs of fleſh und blood. But 
_ withoutanyreabworthandpbodnefsihohemz 
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[17 tontrjbuting nothing to the true happineſs 
| af man; but for the moſt part hiding it 
| from him, and depriving him of it. And 
1-11 ._ therefore: to be ſuſpected-;' deſired with BM 
REO moderation; and uſed with caution. as 
e  — Invinga fatal tendency: to ſteal. een the 
| ; - myo mh ee rom 
3 Fe | KT How £08 NEU» 
E | i In this ſenſe therefore the world is tohe 
| eee ef piſed, dr eaded, abhor'd 175 
— that is, all fuch thoughts. concerning WW 
it, ways of uſing it, or living in it, as max 
any ways hinder, prejudice, or ruin our 
future happineſs. The foundation 101 +; 
FE Which, according to the whole tenor 0 
a. Scripture, -muſt; meceſſarily be laid here; = 
E in ſuch holy affections as are ſuitahle to it. | 
323. By the Hot, you are to underſtand; ME 
E according to the general uſe of That Wl 
| _ word in ſcripture, the: old man; the na- 
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1 tural man; the whole nature, of man, 
1 1 ſoul and body, in his preſent degenerate, 

1 fallen ſtate ; as, deſpoiled of the Image 
„ of God, in which he was made; as turn- 

cad from God, and giving the ſtrength 
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5 of his heart to the creatures; darkened 
: I in his. underſtanding; 3 corrupt in his will; 
eee eee turned from 
7 | | l * £ : f God 
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God in the bent of his deſires wad . 


tions, neceſſarily ſinfnl ; and tending 


only to miſery. [See Dr. Bray. 

And the Fleſh with it's inful lufts is 
to be renounced ; that is to ſay, the ſtate 
here deſcribed, and continuance in it, 
is above all things in the world to 


be dreaded; as diſpleaſing to God, and 


the death of the ſoul. - And the üngle 
aim, earneſt deſire, endeavour, and 


| application of the whole man is to be 


turned againſt it, and a ſtrong cry raiſ- 


ed in the heart after deliverance from 


it; with a full purpoſe and det ermina- 


Ken to put ourſelves into the hands of 


God, tobe purgedand ſanctiſied. That 


ſo being renew'd in the ſpirit of our mind, 


Eph. iv. 23. and recovering in ſeme 


= good degree the original perfection of 


our nature; that is, being turn'd in 
the bent and inclination of the ſoul to 


God, we may be qualified to enjoy 


Him, by firſt making Him our choice. . 
Which cannot otherwiſe be, For hap- 


pineſs of any kind undeſired, is impoſſi- 
ble, a da contradiction in nature. 


9 We 


( 6 ) 


Me alſo promiſe to believe all the Arti. 
cles of the Chriftian Faith ; and to keep 
God's holy will and commaniiments, and 


walk in the ſame all the days of our life, 


But theſe will be conſidered when we 


come to ſpeak of the Chriſtian Faith, 0 


Chriſtian bedience. 


And I ſhou'd now according to _ 
propoſed method, teach you how to ap- 


ply what has been ſaid at this time; and 
exhort you to bring it home ro your- 
ſel ves, by turning it into ſo many heads 
of ſelf-examination. But this will be 
the buſineſs of another Lord's Day. 


In the mean time conſider what has 
been ſaid. Think of theſe things with 


That ſeriouſneſs, which your great con- 


cern in them demands of you, from this 

moment to the laſt hour of your breath. 
Judge of your religious ſtate by your 
[many rt to be inſtructed, and real 
deſire to profit by what you hear. And 
the Lord give you een in all 
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HE bene vie in⸗ 
ſtructed us in the nature of the 
Cariftian Covenant; the great bleſſings 


made over to us in it on God's part; 


and the engagements we bring ourſelves 


under on our's ; calls upon us in the 


next place to bethink ourſelves, whe- 
ther we do indeed purpoſe to fulfil thoſe 


engagements, and to act ſuitably to ſo 
great a mercy——in this home queſtion 


and anſwer. 
A. Doſt thou not think that thou art 


bound to believe, and do ar they have pro- 


miſed for tee? 
A. Tes werily ; and by God's help ſo I 
will, And 7 heartily thank our heavenly 


Father that he hath called me to this flare 


of ſatvation thro' Feſus Chriſt our Saviour. 


And 7 pray unto God to give me his grace 
CH: that 


Laar... 
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that I may continue in the ſame unto my 
tives end. 

Here is nothing to be explained; but 
a great deal to be conſider'd, and well 
applied. This is all Heart-work. = 
is the will that muſt do all here. If we 
have never ſo great a knowledge of our 
Religion, we can only mock God, and 
cheat ourſelves with an empty poſſeſſion 
till our wills and affections are brought 
over-to him. But if any man deſires to 
knew his will, that he may do it, the 
ſpirit of God will take him in hand, and 
work with him in the right place; I 
mean in the depth of his heart; where 
only the knowledge of God, and divine 
things, can do him any good. 

Take ſpecial notice then, for 
I ſpeak it with great confidence—— | 
that poverty, or a low, and labori- 
ous ſtation in life, is no bar to the 
true Chriſtian knowledge. Many, it is 
true, are ſadly ignorant of what it 
concerns them above all things in the 
world to know. But then it is becauſe 
all 'is cold, and dead within them.. 
Their hearts are averſe to it; their 
offeckions, and their whole ſoul is o- 

0 | therwiſe 


"TW 3 


therwiſe engaged. If they were but as 
inquiſitive about their everlaſting happt- 
neſs, and as willing to know the way to 
heaven, as they are to thrive and pro- 
ſper in the world, they might ſoon be 
wiſe unto ſalvation. - „„ 
Do not then put all from you; and 
give up your title to the precious mer- 15 
cies of God, by ſaying that you are poor 9 
and unlearned. Vou can know as much 
as is neceſſary, iſ God can make you 
know it. Read what St. Paul and St. 
Fame, ſay of God's calling and choice of 
the poor of this world ; and. let it for 
ever ſtop your mouths. ' 1 Co. i. 26, 
31. Jam. ii. 5. Do you who ſay this, 
uſe the means of knowing; and take 
the lame pains to do it, as you wou'd in 
a matter which you thought very nearly 
concern'd you? Do you advice with 
your minifler ? Do you think much, 
and with great concern, of your ſoul ? 
Do you make a conſcience of pro- 
fiting by all you read, or hear? Lay 
your hand upon you heart, and ſee 
what you have done, or are doing in 
this great and weighty buſineſs of 
„„ C3 | your 
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your "eternal ſalvation before you charge | 
- GodToolifhly. © - 

Indeed, my friends, the Gmple turn- 
ing of the heart to God is all in all. 
And this is as much in the power of one 
man as another; let their ſtation in the 
world, and knowledge i in other reſpects, 
be what it will. And this turning of 
the heart and will to God, wherever it 
is real, brings God with all his power 
and love into every ſoul of man; by as 
certainand natural aworking, as the milk 
flows from the breaſt into the mouth of 
a child. 

Tes verily; aid ly Gods help fo 1 will. 
care you then indeed come thus far 
on your way? Do youſincerely purpoſe 
and reſolve with the help of God to be- 
Iteve and do what your Godfathers and 
Godmothers promiſed for you in your 
baptiſm ; and what you are bound tobe- 
lieveand do, if theyhad not promiſed for 
you ; and what for certain you mult do 
if ever you be partakers of God's mer- 
cies in Chriſt? Or, do you hear theſe 
queſtions and anſwers, which in few. 
words ſet before us the nature of the 


Chriſtian coyenant—the priviledges of a 
Chriſtian | 
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Chriſtian on the one hand, "end his duty 
on the other ——with as little thought, | 
and underſtanding, and true concern 1 | 


for yourſelves, as you repeated: mans | 14 
when you were children ? 1 
I know it ſticks with many, to ſay, 45 — a 


our Church does, that Children are re- 
generated with the Holy Spirit, and born 
again in baptiſm. I have no deſire to 
unſettle you in this point, as you will 
perceive before I have finiſhed thoſe Lec- 
| tures. But let this be as it will, we may 
bring the matter to a ſpeedy iſſue with 
ourſelves. Whoever the are, who do © 
not faithfully, and underſtandly, ratify | 
this Covenant in their own perſons ; and Bs 
3 — to the whole, and every part of 
| Yes verily ; and by God's help ſo © © 
170. their baptiſm is no baptiſm. 
They are yet in their fins. It can avail 
them nothing to have been once the chil- 


ſince make it appear, that they ſet no 
value upon ſo glorious and happy a dif- 
tinction. 
Underſtand me well. 1 do not 3 
only of the vileſt of mankind; Adulte- 


my SOM 


rers, Fornicators, Thieves, Drunkards, | | 


common n &e. ſuch as have caſt 
; off h 


„„ 


ſ 
dren of God, if by their indifference they | 
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off all ſhame and fear, and have their | ſins 


written in their foreheads. But whoever 


they are, who have little or no concern a- 
bout their intereſt in Chriſt : and do not 
cloſe heartily. with him for all his bene. 
fits, from a deep conviction of their want 
of him : If they have had no experience 


ofa 5 with God in the depth 


of their ſouls; and were never inwardly 


Rtir'd up to call upon the name of the 


Lord, and lay hold of the ſalvation he off- 


ers them; 5 3 they have no ſuch ſenſe of 


the evil of their ſtate and nature, as to de- 
ſire earneſtly to be delivered from it, and 
reſolve to put themſelves into the hands of 
God for that oy urpoſe, and to do all in 
their power to elp forward their recove- 
ry let them be what they will in o- 
ther reſpects, they are only children of 
this world: they walk on ſtill in darkneſs, 


: they are ill in the Jef and cannot pleaſe God. 


Rom. viii. 8. 
Brethren, here it is we ſhould try our- 


ſelves. This is the ſearching, convin- 


cing point. Religion is an inward work 
of God upon the ſoul, diſtinctly known 
and felt. And whatever comes ſhort of 
this, leaves us in the darkneſs and dead- 


_ neſs of our natural ſtate. It is true, in- 


fiſting 


A 433 © 


fiſting upon real, inward 38 bs 
the power ah God, always did, and always 
will give offence ; eſpecially to thoſe who 


have a fairer outſide than others ; ; and if 


they have no groſs ſins appearing in their 
life, think nothing of ſin in the heart. 
Which is by far the moſt dangerous, as 


being the hardeſt to be known ; what we 


are unwilling to know; and more ſo to 
have removed. But I muft ſpeak, whe- 
ther you will hear, or whether you will 


| forbear. I know that Goſpel-light is 


troubleſome at the firſt. It pinches cloſe; 


and frets our ſpirits; and bears hard up- * 


on our pride. And, if ever it does it's 
work, muſt turn all upſide down within 


us. And if what I fay to you, both now _ 


and at other times, was to give you no diſ- 


turbance, I ſhou'd conclude at once that 1 ME 


was falſe to my office among you, and 
N of keeping back the truth. I will 


peak it again; it is no more than what 


this anſwer of our Churh-catechiſm gives 


occaſion for; and who Knows but God 


may ſpeak too? 1 . 
What then does thy 1 ſay! ? Is ir 
the inward thought of thy heart, that 
thou | art bound, as ever chou wilt anſwer 

| it 
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it to thy ſoul, to believe and do theſe 
things? To believe that God is thy Fa- 
ther ; Chriſt thy Redeemer ; and the Holy 
Ghoſt thy Guide and Sanctifier? Doſt 
thou purpoſe, as in the preſence of God, 
to keep his holy will and commandments, 
as revealed to thee in ſcripture? Does 
the ftate of ſalvation, which thou art call- 
ed to thro? Jeſus Chriſt, appear to thee to 
de ſo ſeaſonable a relief, and ſo neceſſary 
for thee in thy fallen, ſinful, helpleſs con- 
dition ; that thou doſt clearly reſolve for 
the ſake of it to renounce the Devil and all his 
dort, the pomps and vanities of this witked 
world, and all the ſinful lufts of the fleſh ; that 
is, to dread, hate, and deſpiſe every thing 
that wou'd turn thee from God; and ſteal 
away thy heart and affections; and hin- 
der thee from attaining to his grace and 
mercy in Chriſt? And doſt thou hearti- 
thank God for calling thee to this 
ſtate of ſalvation? And pray for grace 
to continue in it unto thy hve's end; ſo as 
thou doſt wiſh and pray for nothing elſe; 
as knowing that it is the one thing ne- 
ceſſary; all that God can do for thee, and 
- all that thou ſhou'dſt deſire for 27 
3 ſelf 
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ſelf; nd that if chow doſt « come ſhort of i it, 
thou art undone for ever ? 
See then what anſwer you can ak to 


theſe things. Conſider what it is which 
our Church requires of all it's members, 


Not an outward form, but a real, inward 


working towards a thorough change of | 


heart and life. Being turned in the bent 
of our hearts towards God. And ſo per- 
ſuaded of our want of Chriſt, and of God's 
covenant of peace in Fim; as that when 


it is offer'd to our choice, and we are re- 


ired to anſwer whether we will accept 
it, or no; and do every thing on our part 


to ſecure our intereſt in it; we may ſay 
boldly, and with a thankful heart,.—fes 
50 ; and by Gad's belp fo Twill, 


nd may God A'S, you to this reſolu- 
tion, ee e 
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"HE ſecond of the” bo parts into «which 
the. Catechiſm is divided, is the 
ihrn Fuith; contained in the Apoſtle's 
creed. So called, not becauſe it was com- 
ſed, or drawn up in it's preſent form by 
the Apoſtles themſelves; but becauſe it is 
a Summary of the doctrine they taught; 
and contains in a ſhort compaſs all that is 
neceſſary to be believed. For herein we 
learn, 1. To believe in God the Father ; who 
made us and all the world. 2. In God the 
Sen ; who redeemed us, and all mankind. 3. 
In God the Holy Ghoſt ; who San®ifieth us, 


and all the ele 2 4 God. 1 
Theſe 


# - 
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very one's ſalvation. Without this belieſ, 
there is no being a Chriſtian. More than 


this we need not ; and leſs, the mcaneſt f 
muſt N 


If then you are ignorant of theſe great 
points of Chriſtian belief; and find in 


= yourſelves no defire to be well grounded in 
them; do not deceive yourſelves. The 
fault is in your wills; and your n 55 
is criminal in the ſight of God. 5 

I. The iſt great 3 of the Creed, is 
belief in God; in two reſpects. 1. As oe 
Maker of the d courld, and all things in tt. | 


ds the Father. The firſt of theſe. is whos 
mon to 'all mankind ; Heathens, Jews, 
and Chriſtians. The Ren is e e to 


Chriſtians. And the revelation of God to 
them under the character of a Father; as 
it is expreſſive of the duty and love they 


owe him; ſo it is their peculiar, great 


priviledge; ; their joy and triumph; the 
ſupport and comfort of their lives. Rom. 
1 7} 


The -firſt of theſe, viz. That God. is 


the Maker of the world, and of all things 


itt 


Theſe particulars rightly TT 
thoroughly believed, and well applied, are, 
in the judgment of our Church, the ſum 
of the Chriſtian faith, and ſufficient for e- 


_ 
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in 17 is common, I fay, to all mankind. 
They have an unavoidable ſenſe of it upon 
their minds ; by tradition from our firſt 


parents, and natural apprehenſion ; con- 


firmed moreover by their own reaſon. 
The frame of the world; the ſtructure of 
our bodies; the growth of the leaſt pile 
of graſs ; the regular return of the dale, 8 
Summer and Winter, Seed-time and Har- 
veſt; the reaſonable Soul within us; e- 
very thing about us, and belonging to us; 
done for us, and in us; brings in ſuch 
ſtrong, and plain evidence of an all pow- 
erful, and wiſe God, who made and go- 


verns the world ; that all are alike per- 


ſuaded of it; learned and unlearned, the 
higheſt and the loweſt. All believe with 
as much certainty, and fulneſs of convic-_ 
tion, that they have their life and being, 
and the ſupport” of it from God, as that 
they live and move at all. And accord. 
ingly all the nations of the earth have al- 
ways agreed in acknowledging the Being 
and Providence of God; the homage they 


oe Him, and their dependance on Him, 


_ 


% 


by ſome kind of religious worſhip. - 
But then here manifeſtly comes in a ve- 
ry wide difference. For beſides that the 
Fes | Heathens 
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Heathens had a multitude of Gods; Gods 
many, and Lords many, as St. Paul ſays 
1 Cor. viii. 5. And worſhipped the work 
of mens hands, wood and ſtone: I fay, 
beſides this groſs Idolatry, with which 
mankind was almoſt univerſally infected 
before the coming of Chriſt; and we of 
this nation as much as any; the worſhip 
they paid their Gods, was only upon a 

worldly account ; for temporal bleſſings; 

outward plenty and proſperity. As our 
Saviour himſelf plainly intimates, Matt. 
vi. 32. when He fays, after all theſe things 
do the Gentiles ſeek ; meaning, that they 
looked for nothing elſe from the hands of 
their Gods but worldly things; that it was 
the burthen of all their prayers, and ad- 
dreſſes to them; that they had no ſenſe of 

the darkneſs that was upon their minds ; 
or defire of being made partakers of the. 
divine natitre, by knowing and being 


known of God as the God and Father of | | 


irits. 


their 
hereas in the Chriſtian 8 


II. 


: 3 God offers Himſelf to be known and re- 


ceived by mankind under the title and 
relation of a father; the Father of our. 
Lord Jefiis : Chriſt. And in Him of a 
ſpiritual race of children; begotten again 

"IP 2 to 
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lo a lively bope by the reſuredtion of Chir from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and 

| nndefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved 
in heaven for them ; who are kept by the potw- 
&r of Cod thro faith unto ſalvation. 1 Pet. 
xiii. 56. Redeemed from the vanity of a 
meer worldly life ; giving all diligence to 
make their calling and elecrion jure, by ęſcap- 
ing the corruption that is in the tworld ib 1, : 
2 Pet i. 15. and worſhiping God in ſpirit 
and in truth. Jo. iv. 24. That is, with 
the heart, by his punt,” for ſpiritual bleſſ- 5 
ings. 
And as this is ſo glorious, and comfort 
able an article of our faith; and ſo neceſſ- 
ary a diſtinction of a Chriſtian, that with 
out it we. are no better then Heathens, 
_ whatever we may think of ourſelves; let 
us now ſee how we ſhou'd conſider, and 
apply it; and judge of ourſelves by it. 
St. Paul, Rom. viii. 15. ſpeaking of 
the difference of Chriſtians from what they 
were in their former, unconverted ſtate, 
makes it to conſiſt chiefly in this; That 
they had received the ſpirit f adoption, 


55 whereby we cry Abba, 8 And a- 


gain, Gal. iv. 5, 6. He lays it doun 
as the great my and 1 apa end of 
. Redemps: 


— 2 
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Redemption that we can now call God, 
Father, by the Spirit of his ſon given into 
our hearts. For Sonſſiip implies all; fa- 
vour, protection, and ſupport. And by 
being taken into the ſtate of children, we 
become heirs of God, and joint beirs with 
Chrift Rom. viii. 17. Being ſealed 
with the boly ſpirit of promiſe, which is 
the earneſt of our inheritance. 2 Cor. i. 
225 +0454, : EE Wen . e hy 
Do you then thus believe in God the Fa- 
ther? That he is your God and Father 
in Chriſt? He is your maker and Father 
by creation; and ſo by neceſſity. But 
have you taken him for your Father by 
your own free choice? Do you rejoice in 
him as ſuch; reſt in him, and make him 
your bleſſedneſs, and final end? Is the 
offer which the Lord almighty makes you, 
of being your Father, of walking and dwell-' 
ing in you, and taking you for his ſons and 
daughters, 2 Cor. vi. 16, 18. fo precious 
to you, that you prize it above all the 
world, and think it the great priviledge; 
and neceſſary confequence of your high 
calling in Chrift ; to have the Spirit it/elf 
bear witneſs with your ſpirit, that you are 
the children of God? Rom. viii. 16. 
EE ooo Firſt 
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Firſt by his grace and mercy; that you 
may be fo by ſimiliude of nature; and a 
new creation to his Image in rightcouſneſs 
and true holineſs. _ 

Thus, I ſay, we ſhou'd think of this 
Article of our Creed; and judge of our 
vs Kare according to our inward 

ſenſe or belief of it. For God is either a 
reconciled Father in Chriſt; or out of 
him a conſuming fire. And we muſt ei- 

ther walk before God as dear children in 

love, believing, and rejoicing in our a- 

doption; or groundleſsly preſume upon 
his mercy; or be under a continual dread 
of his juſtice. The firſt of theſe is the 

Chriſtian ſtate; the ſecond is a. ſtate of 
dangerous, carnal ſecurity; the laſt is a 

flaviſh ſtate, full of fears and terrors; and 
if we think of God at all, 1 will deſtroy the 

comfort of our lives. 

Knee then the mighty bleſſing of being 
| able to call God, Father, And that not 
- receiving him into our hearts, as: fuch; 

freely reconciled tous; no longer entring 
into judgment with us; and waiting to 

mill us with all ſpiritual bleflings i in Chriſt ; 

is the ſame thing in Scripture account, 

Eph. ii. 12. as being retthout God in the 
world 


It | 
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It is true, He is the common friend 2224 
Shes of the univerſe ; He ſendeth rain on 
the juſt, and on the unjuſt ; and doth . 
good to the evil, and unthankful. But 
He therefore loads us with is benefits in 
this life, and does good to our bodies, that 
ue might ſeek him in a better capacity, 

if baply. wwe might feel after bim and find bim; 
that is to ſay, in his gracious preſence; in 
our . ſouls. Compare Acts xiv, 17 xvii, 

27. And if we only worſhip. him as the 
God of our bodies, who giveth rain, and 
fruitful ſeaſons ; He is ſtill an unknown 
God te us. We do not yet know Him in 
the way He deſires to be known of us; 
and in which alone He can n be our God to 
all etermuty. Coin a acl] Kt 

When ever then you repeat this Amid 
cle of your Creed, remember to: preſs, it 
upon your minds in ſome ſuoh manner 
as this. Is God: my Father? Does He 
take me into his family, and -treat me as 
a. beloved child? This is mercy inex- 
preſſible to corrupt, undone. creatures; 

v ho were alienated from him, and in re- 
bellion againſt him. May I never be ſo 


Hooliſhas to neglect my title to it! But 


then I know a God has the heart of a 
12 Father 


T0 3 
Father towards me, it is that I may have 
the heart of a child towards him; that I 
may love and fear him; and refign myſelf 
wholly. to his pleaſure in all things. And 
if I neither am, nor defire to be thus af- 


fected towards him, I mock him, when I 


call him my Father; and ſet no value up- 

on ͤ my being his Son, and an heir of God 
thro Chriſt. 

I ay, for the love of God bring all home 


to yourſelves. Do not always go on in a 5 


_ carclefs way. Do not live die in the 
utter neglect of what fo greatly concerns 
vou. Is alt within you ready to blefs and 
praiſe _ for the great love wherewtth be 
loved you? Eph. ii. 4. Do you rejoice 
in the ſenſe of his 0 Nom . 1H. 
And feel ſo much of it in yourſelf, as to 
know that it is more to be valued than 
thouſands of gold and filver ? Then you ; 
are happy; then you are a Chriftian ; 
then the carneft of the Spirit is groen into vour 
heart. 2 Cor. i. 22. And you re arp 
uno 1250 oye of Redemption. "Eph. | 
EY 
2 On hs othir hand, whoever they are 
who have cold and lifeteſs notions of this 
great Article. of our faith; if they make 
no account of — God for their Fa- 
| ther 
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ther! or at the beſt think more of him as 
the God of their bodies, than of their ſouls, 
and of their Father which is in heaven; 
where their treaſure and inheritance is, 
and here their hearts ſhou'd be; 
they are not Chriſtians ; they are not yet 
in Chriſt. For all who. are ſo bleſs God, 
even 55 Father of aur Lord Feſus Chrift ; 
Eph. i. 3. rejoice in their Sonſhip ; 
and fol to know and love God more and 
more. 

May God bring 1 us to his Son ; that he 
may bring us again to God, waſhed in his 
blood; and reveal him to our hearts, as a 
mes. reconciled | Father. Matt. xi. 
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UR 6 ſums up the 1 
Creed in theſe three Articles. 1 


Belief in God the Father, and maker of heaven 


and cartb. 2. In God the Son the Redeemer 


| of all mankind. 3. In God the Holy Gogh, 


the Sanctiſier of all the ele& people "of God 


The belief of theſe points is ſo neceſſary, 


that it is a vain thing to think of being a 
Chriſtian without them. 
And by the belief of theſe Articles, I 


do not mean barely repeating, or aſſen- 
ting to them: and ſo thinking no more 


of the great concern we have in them. 


But receiving them into our hearts; li- 


ving under a conſtant, habitual ſenſe of 


them; being ſo perſuaded of the will of 


God for the ſalvation of all, and every 


one of us in particular, according to the 
* 
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lorious Goſpel of Chriſt, as to reſt our 
ouls upon it; to look for our great com- 
fort from it; and pray continually for our 
eftabliſhment, and increaſe 1 wt: 

The firſt of theſe, viz. believe in 7 70 
the Faiber, IJ have already ſpoken to; and 
am now. to ſpeak of the other two, viz, 
believe in God the Son, the Redeemer of all 
wankind ; and in God the Holy Ghoſt, the Sant- 
Her of all the elect people of God. 
II. When therefore you hear that God 
the Son redeemed you, and all mankiad ; think 
thus with yourſelf What was the ſtate 
and condition of mankind to require ſuch 
@ Redemption? How did Chriſt redeem 
me, and all mankind? And what muſt 1 
da to be a partaker of his Redemption? 
In anſwer to the firſt of theſe——The 
: ate and condition of mankind was fin- - 

tut; yea, they were dead in tre/paſſes and 
fins. Eph. il. 1, 10. The firſt man by 
finning loft that image of God in which 
he was created; from that moment his 
true life departed from him. And he be- 
gat bis children in bis own likeneſs. Gen. 
v. 3. That is, in his own fallen likeneſs 
of miſcry and corruption. Inſomuch that 
. | naturally 


{ 
| 
; 
; 
| 
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naturally they have neither the power nor 


the will to reſtore themſelves to their firſt 
happy ſtate in God. And this is to be 
underſtood not only of ſome few of the 
worſt of mankind, but of all in general. 
All without exception are conceived, and 
born in ſin. PR. li, 5. Rom. v. 12; . 
19. 1 Cor. nnn pon, i. 1 6 
And in their natural ſtate, without God in 
the world. Eph. ii. 12. Let their out. 


ward converſation be what it will; tho' 


they are good-natur'd. orderly, and civil 
in their behaviour towards others; what 
ever degree of credit they may live i in; 
whatever they may think of themſelves; 


they have an evil heart, and an evil nature. 


For that which is born of. the fleſb, is fleſh, 
Jo. 1. 6. and nothing elle ; miſerably 


| weak and corrupt; deſtitute of all true : 


ſpiritual feeling, and does not ſeek after 
God. And therefore, they that are in . the 
fieſh, as every unregenerate ſon of Adam is, 
cannot pleaſe God. Rom. viii. 8. 

Look well to your ſenſe and belief | 
of this matter. For if you are not ground. | 
ed in the notion of a Fall; ſo as to know 
from your own experience; that one 


man is as trul y in it as another ; you 
W ill 
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will neither underſtand the Goſpel; nor - 
put in heartily for your ſhare of the R- 
demption that is in Chriſt. For 
2. We have Redemption thro* bis wy even 
the forgiveneſs of our fins. Eph. 1. Col. 
1. 14. Obſerve it well. This, 1 
the manner of our Redemption; even the 


forgiveneſs of our fins. Which docs not 


only imply the forgiveneſs of all ſins to all 
men; but the neceſſity of every man's be- 
ing ſaved, that is, reſtored to the favour 
of God, and the hope of eternal life, by 
an act of forgiveneſs on God's part. 
Chriſt, according to the will of God, and 
by his own free oblation of himſelf, gave 
himſelf up to death; that we might Le re- 
conciled to God by the Cro/s, Eph. ii. 16. 
and be. made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
2 Cor. v, 21. And he did not ſhed his 
moſt precious blood upon the croſs for the 
great fins of ſome; and the ſmall, trifling 
tins of others; but for ſuch fin in all, as 
deſerved God's wrath and damnation. 


(Art. rh. OY 5 

3. So that if ever we be partakers of 
the Redemption that is by. Chriſt, we 
muſt firſt pronounce the Laaber of con- 
demnation upon ourſelves; abhor, and 
caſt from us for ever all thought of our 
E vor- 
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worthineſs, and even harmleſsneſs; and 
and receive our whole falvation from firft 
to laſt by faith, as the grace and giſt of 
God to every man; which no man upon 
earth could ever attain to by any natural 
power of working, or Tighteoufneſs of his 
_ own; and without which the beft of 
men are but juſt Saints enough to be un 


done. 
III. But : 


| * Before this Expreſſion is condennied as tob 
Hanh, by any believer of Scripture, I would 


recommend to bis very attentive conſideration 


the 1mportant leſſon of inſruction, held forth 

iin the ſtory and character of FOB. | That be 
wens @ perſon of exiraordinary virtue, is unde- 
niable. The reality of is mul} be taken for 
granted, as the erowndwork of the grund con- 
cluſion to be drawn from it. But then be bad 
an undue opinion of his own righteouſneſs. And 
#t is very evident io the, that the one, plain 
cope of the Book, ——in concurrence with all 
Scriplure, in which there is a furprifing unity 
of deſign, is to hero him to us humbled, und 
el 5 in * remarkable confe, fon, 


5 Which 2] 
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W. But then as Chviſt Fo his death 
hath deliver d us from the wrath of God, 
and blaited out the band-writing that was 
gau us ; Col. * 24-6 ee 


and. cornpleat our faith in the Trinity of 


perfons in the Godhead; each perform- 
ing their ſeveral parts in the work f 

man's Rædermption; we alſo | profeſs to 
believe in God the Holy Ghoſt. who fangt. 
ſeth: us, and all the cleft people of God. 
For Ct redeemed us from all iniquity.——— 

From the charge of fin. ſtanding in full: 
force againſt us in our unredeemet ſtate 


hat be r r, purify. to bimfelf a pe 


colin; SRP SE e 7 


2which- caffs- fo irg @ liebt upon the book; 


and draws the whole of it lo a pn: an 15 


enough to firike- terror imo every foul of man; 
dir. I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt 
and aſhes. chap. xlit. 6. Aud the re- 


fs avifing from i is this, Where is the 


man that can flund upon his Saintſhip with 
God or be excufed from the neceſſity: of 7 5on 
abafement, and NE nn JE B 
cord not 


E 2 „ 14. 
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ii, 14. We are choſen in Him to S6n- 
thip, and a ſtate of grace, that we might 
be partakers of the divine nature by the 
operation and indwelling of his Spirit. 
_ Whoſe office it is to convince the world 
the whole world in. John xvi, 
8. And by that conviction to bring them 
to God, by Chriſt, for forgiveneſs ; and 
work in them all thoſe holy tempers, 
which make up the new man of the Goſ- 
pel; humility, meekneſs, patience, pu- 
rity of heart, and the love of _ ana 
— | 
And thus it is t that the Holy. Ghoſt- is 
our Comforter, and the Lord and giver 
of life. Theſe are the things which muſt 
renew our ſpirits; and make us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in 
light. Col. i, 12. This is the peculiar, 
: priviledge, and great promiſe of the Goſ- 
pel times; and probably what our Saviour 
| had an eye to, when he ſaid, He that is. 
leaſt in the Kingdom of heaven— in the. 
| Goſpel Fate, or Diſpenſation of the Spi- 
rit is greater than Fohn the Baptift ; 
Matt. xi, II. Who did not live to ſee it 
take Place. Compare Luke x. 24. John, 
v, 20. vii, 30. xiv, 12. And whoever. 
comes to Chriſt with any other belief or 
e 
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: expectation FRY to be made holy by him; 
and raifed by his ſpirit to. newneſs of life, ; 
his belief is vain ; he does nothing but 
trifle with God, and his own ſoul; ſin ne- 
ver was a burthen to him; and not being 


felt as füch, never was repented of; and 


witkout repentance, there can be no true 
faith in Chriſt. 
But tho we believe that holineſs is 2 
neceflary part of our falvation ; and that 
our Sanctification is altogether by the 
er of the holy Ghoſt; yet we do not 
account of That holineſs, whatever it 
5 when we have done all we can, and 
the very beſt we can, and God has done 
all that He ever will do for us, and in us; 
as to make it the ground of our acceptance 
to the reward of eternal life. For Chriſt 
alone, who is the Lord our righteoufuefs, 
Jer. XXXIIi, 16. has. merited this for us. 
And if ever we be found of God in peace, 
without ſpot and blemiſh, 2 Pet. iii, 14. It 
muſt be by being found in him: not having 
not truſting in ur own righteous; 
but that which is thro” the faith of Chrift, the 
righteouſneſs which is of God by faith. Phil. 
nt. 9g. Who beſt knows what our righte- 
ouſneſs is; and that man is capable of no 
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reward, till he has humility enough to 
diſclaim all merit in himſelf; and renounce 
the wretched folly of bringing God, as it, 
were, to a reckoning with him. God can 
only make himſelf a debtor to his own pro- 
miſe. And be promiſe is by faith. of  Feſus 
Cbrift to them that believe, the Scriptare bad 
i concluded all under fin. Gal. iii. 22. 
And that not without reaſon, moſt 
certainly, becauſe all are ſinners. And 
therefore it is well for the unmeriting. 
ſinful creature Man, that he has the ſe- 
curity of God's infallible promiſe for his 
_ everlaſting happineſs.. See Rom. iv, 16. 
Now then, conſider as in the preſence 
of God What are theſe things to us? 
_ Examine yourſelves whether you be in 
this bleſſed faith of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt; three Perſons, and one 
God? ever working with-unwearied pa- 
tience, and univerſal love, for the ſalva- 
tion and recovery of fallen mankind ? 
What has our belief done for us? Is it 


in the head, or in the heart? Is it a 


living, or a dead faith? Is the Ine of 
Cod ſbed abroad in our hearts? Rom. v. 
5. Is God indeed our Father; the Son our 
> Keaeemer ; and the Holy Ghoſt our Sauc- 


ip 1 


lier? And do we clearly * in the 
power Of almighty grace, To count all 
things but. dung that toe may win Chrift ? 


Phil. Tt... $57: 
tent, ſleeping Worldlings ? 


Or are we careleſs, impeni- 
Gutwardly 


profeſſing the religion of Chriſt, and of- 


fering up our prayers in his name; but 
refuſing to admit him, with his ever bleſ-- 
ſed Spirit, into our hearts; and framing: 


. excuſes to ourſelves for not coming in up- 


on his call? 
I fay again, examine ani, concern-— 


ing the great falvation of the Goſpel ; 


and fee whether you apply it to your ſouls; h 


ſo as to live in the comfort of it ; and re 


joice with exceeding great joy becauſe of 


— 


it, as the wiſe men from the eaft did, 


ꝛ0ben they had found the child Feſus Matt. ii, 


10. For we muſt either magnify the Lord. 


for his mercies, and rejoice in God our Savi- 
our ; Lu. i, 46, 47. Or at left be in 
wardly ſtir· d up to ſeek after him by 


Chriſt, before we can have hope towards 


God. And if we are doing neither of 


theſe, let us not think that any kind of 
outward life will be accounted to us for 


_ righteouſneſs. . 
Go on no longer in this common es | 


take. Search the Scriptures daily to fee 


whether 
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rahether theſe things are fo. Acts xvii, IT. 
Give your hearts do God in the reading of 


them, with earneſt deſire to have them 
open d to you. And if they do not reveal 


God to you, as your Father; the Son, as 
your Redeemer : the Holy: Ghoſt, as your | 


Sanctifier ; If they do not bring you to this 


confeſſion, and belief; then judge thoſe 


as ſeverely as you pleaſe, who declare theſe 


things to you as the burthen of all Scrip- 
ture. But this I am perſuaded you wilt 


not do, if you fearch it in ſineerity; and 
give way to the difcovertes it makes to 


you of God and yourſelves; and nn 
your hearts to be tried by it. 5 
As for the other articles of the Apoſtles 


: Creed, they are ſo contained in theſe three 


principal ones, that if once we are well 
grounded in Them; we ſhall of courſe live 
and die in the belief, e and comfort 


of all the reſt. 


The Birth, and Sufferings of Chriſt, ly 


| Refurettion, Aſcenſion, Sitting at the right 


band of God, a Coming to Judgment, will em 
y our devout meditations, and be frutt- 
tul leffons of inſtruction to us. 


We ſhall no longer conſider oupſetves 


as members. of a corrupt world, but of 


Chriſt's 


0 57.1 * 
C hriſt's holy Catholic Church ; - which * * 


ee Gb tho blood, out of every kin- 


dred, and Ong. and people, and art 
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We ſhall be joined together i in the Chew * 


munion of Saints; or one bond of holy bro- 


therhood, holy ſervices to God, and hear- 


ty love to men, under Chriſt our head; 
with all the faints on earth, and the 
bleſſed pany of Saints, and Angels in 
heaven. 

Rejoicing in the Fegirencſ, of ſins. 

In ſure and certain hope of the reſur- 
2 to eternal life, thro' our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt; who ſhall change our vile body 
bat it may be faſhioned like to his glorious bo- 


dy, ne tothe working whereby be is able 


even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf. 
Amen. So be it. May God confirm 


us in this faith. May it be to us the po- 


er pag God unto ſalvation. Rom. i, 16. Ho- 


ly, and eternal Trinity, illuminate, ſancti- 


fy, and renew us to. thy Image. Grant, 
O God, that as children of thy Family and 
Kingdom, we may obey its laws, promote 
its intereſts, embrace ite ſufferings, partake 


of its bleſſings, and welcome death as the 
Ove of admiſſion to all i its enjoyments. 
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THE Third part of the Catechiſm is 
concerning Cbriſtian Obeazrence. Which 
our Church fets before us in the Zen Com- 
mandments, deliver'& by: God to Me/es, Ex. 
20. and in the anfwer to thoſe two eK 
bat is thy duty 10 Gad? and To: 
tby Neighbour ? Suppoſing that theſe 


Ten Commandments, rightly underſtood, 


contain the whole of our duty, And that | 
if we make them the conſtant rule of our 
actions, and obey them from the heart, 


ve ſhall do all that is required of us; and 


keep a conſcience void of 5 towards | 
God, and towards man. 
J ſhall not at this time go over them 


ſeverally by a e * 
c ut 


+ 39 ) 
But A to my "Fe apply myſelf 


to your hearts and cenſciences. For i 
theſc are not firſt rightly diſpoſed, no obe- 
dience will follow; tho' we had never ſo 


exact an underftanding of the Ten Com- 
mandments in their whole, fpiritual ex- 


tent. And if they are, we have a princi- 
ple within us, which will infallibly guide 
the moſt ſimple and unlearned into all ne- 
ceflary knowledge ; and keep them ſteady 
in the practice of their duty at all- times, 
and upon all occafions. 
And in ſpeaking of this matter, I ſhall 
alfo, with the help of God, ſhew you the 
nature of Chrijtiaz Olediencr. That fo no 
careleſs perſons may miſtake it; nor the 
fincere, and well-diſpoſed perplex and 
torment Themſelves with unneceſſary 
ſcruples ; as if tian 'Obedience was im- 
poſſible; but ferve God with a quiet _ 
and go on chearfully in che ſtrength :of | 
goſpel- comfort. 

Here then is your Touchſtone. What 
does the Lord thy God require of thee, 
O man? Why certainly, nothing leſs 
than is here told us, viz. Ty elieve in bim, 
?9 fear him ; to love him with all the heart, 
with all the firength,' and with all the 


mind: to worſhip him ; to pive tym thanks ; 
| to 


life. 


„ 
to put our wobole truſt in FO 5 call upon 
bim; to honour his boly name, and word ; 
and to ſerve bim 8 all the days of our 


You, who ſay you are poorand unlearn- 


ed; meaning by this, that you have nei- 


ther time, nor abilities, to know what 
God requires of you in order to your ever 
laſting ſalvation; and ſeem reſolved to 


venture your ſouls upon this pretenſe; 


what is there in theſe words which you 


may not umerten and, with the help 


of God, apply? And if you do not con- 
ſider, and bring them home to your un 


caſe, how can you perſuade yourſelves 


that the fault is any where but in your 
wills? The moſt learned may, and do 
neglect this ſelf application; and forget 
God, as well as the meaneſt. But then 
the plain reaſon why one man knous and 


ſerves God more than another, is not be- 
Cauſe one is more, and another leſs learn- 


ed ; but becauſe one does, and the other 
does not chuſe to receive him into his | 
Heart. 

Taking it for rod then, that God's 
laws are given to all; and equally bind- 
ing to all, let their ſtate and condition 


in the vid be what it will, under no 
| les 


ö 


„ 
leſs A + than death eternal; 1 me 
ask you, Do you. bring your Hearts to be 
tried by God's holy word and command- 


ments? Can they bear witneſs for you 


that you keep a ſtrict watch over your- 


ſelves, and live under a continual ſenſe 


of God's preſence, authority, and F atherly 


care over you? Do you believe in him as 
to love him with all = heart, and with 
all. the ſoul, and with all the ſtrength, and, 


with all the mind? Knowing aſſurediy, 


that this can imply no leſs than delighting 


in him; deſiring to be like him; 1 
to enjoy him; and dreading above al 
things in the world to do any thing that 
you ELL will diſpleaſe him? Do you 
worſhip him, not with the fruitleſs offer: 


ing of a lip-ſervice ; and with your bodies, 


only for your bodies ; but in the continu- 


al bent of your hearts, as the God and Fa- 


ther of your ſpirits, where only he can 
bleſs you, and be a God to you? And do 
you pray to him for all you want; and 
praiſe him both for what he gives, and 
what he refuſes ; quietly leaving all your 
concerns of ſoul and body in his hands, to 
be order'd by him as he pleaſes ? 


Take notice, this is not any over- 
| RS ſtriet 


— 
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ſtrict doctrine of mine; but our Chuch's 
| ſenſe of the 4 firſt Commandments re- 
ng God, called the fir f Table. Nay, 
it is the Aer. of God, as you cannot but 
know. And moreover bound upon us un- 
der 52 curſe, x you may read, . Xvli, 
Ded is be that in bis beart 
1 Lord. Py es 
Sup . now that with reſpect to the 6 
laſt Sande, or ſecond Table, we 
cou'd truly ſay, not only that we do no 
harm, but much good : yet this would a- 


vail us nothing before God. Still here is 


the firſt and great Commandment of loving 
God with all the heart, &c. ſtanding out in 
full force againſt us; and ſtriking us dead 
with a charge of fin. For the pride of our 

hearts, great as It is, cannot ſo far deceive 


us, as to make us believe that, generally 


aden we come any thing near the ob- 
tionof this command. And therefore 


in our own defence we muſt take up, as T 
fear we do, either with a blind pe uaſion 
that we love God, when we do not; or 
that God both mult and will abate ſome- 
thing of the rigour of his law; and that tho? 
he e obedience under the | 


(. $3 9 


of a curſe, 1 1 in the main he is regardleſs 
whether, we apex him, or no. | 


+, - But. ſurely, 9 this is thy own 
wretched make A perverſeneſs of 
_ of. Gods, = 4055 not come down to 
aur weakneſs, ſo as ta leave us what he 
finds us; for that he knows would be to 
ruin us. And it would be much more 
unworthy of him to do ſo, than it is of 
à wiſe man to humour a child in ſuch 
follies as lead to his ee Ide 


end of God in all his dings with man- 
kind, is to help them out of their wretch- 


ed. Rate of Ma and corruption: 
and to bring them back again to hipſelf 
in holineſs. By brin bringing ws up to the 
Rule, and not the Rule down to Us, 
By. enlightening our underſtandings to 
eiſcern the wiſdom, "_ fitneſs of. _his 
— 2 e and inclins 
INg Our ng,. do 3 ce. : 
the good he offers us. et end purſes 
Let us then conſider deeply, as ever 
ve wou'd be Chriſtians, the Akron and 
friends of Cod, that the commandment. is 
bly, and juſt, and god Rom. vi, 12. 
proper to exalt, and purify our natures, 
and quality us to a with God. in hea- 
2 | ven 


— — 1 


1 
Jae and en and a 


Pee thn ought; and 
hat no 8 f Suit Anceriry; and 


| 5 0 20. have lie leaſt doubt of 
105 45 God ves us, and knows v 1 
elt e us, fo he cannot dettive us; but 
tells us the truth; m poſhbly Fave no o. 
ther defi Ion Upon "Us, but to bring us to 
the beſt end by the beſt means. And 
that if we ſet up oP in Wills, and ima 
1 ainſt him, we hug darkhefs 
nitead of If pra evit inſtead of gdod, and 
whe: necefturtly be wretched, and mier, 
le. 5 1 LV: 6121 B. 

But who is wic for theſe things? 
Who FAN tay, Lam pure. have made 
! clean? en 18 will 1 
| my injeprity from me; my fob. 

: na + att fan”. —* ür let" i g 

ob Xxvii, b. That is, in in che 8 

in which Job cke it, T will fand upon 
it to the laſt before God, and man, chat 
I am an upright,” innocent perſon? 
Alas! not bne. He who was the 
choſen inſtrument of God to trace 


the human heart thro” all it's deceitful 1 


5 windings, and knew both ſtates, of God's 
and of man's righteouſneſs, affirms: bold- 


I, there is none that th goed, no nol one: 
Rom. 


Fa.” — . reed Feng — 
mY — pr y — 


Wb 


wa 
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Rom. iii, 27. That is to ſay, ſo as to 


Be and clear of all blame before 


Here the greateſt Saint that ever 


lined: muſt lay his hand upon his mouth, 
and humble himſelf in the duſt, God {- 
thank thee that 1 am nat as other men are, 
charge of 


will be no. anfwer to the ſtrict 
the law. And if we are left to ſtand or 
fall for ever by our awn righteouſneſs, and 
n abſolute perfection of our obedience, 
we might well ſhrink back at fight of BE 
difficulties which are before us, and. .vx 
ever fit down in 
Here then comes in the enli tening, 
healing, ſaving rl lg um'd up 
by St. Pau in two points, Repentance lo- 
wards God, and Faith towards our Lord Feſus 
Cris. 
the doctrine of Repentance. Here is our 
of the neceſſity of it in all. Love is 
the everlaſting, indiſpenſable duty of man 
to his Maker. 


which make God what he is; and wou'd 
make Us perfect and happy in our degree, 


as He! is periect and happy and without 


£3 which 


Acts xx, 2i. Herecomes in firſt 


I mean, love of him for 
what he is in himſelf ; love and admira- 
tion of thoſe perſections, univerſal, un- 
wearied - began, * Goodneſs, Love, &c.. 
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which we can neither take delight i in Him, 
nor He in us. And if the ſenſe of our 
being ſo unlike him; ſo forgetful of him; 
Jo alienated from him in che deep ground 
of our hearts; does not fill us with ſhame 
and concern, and a juſt dread of eternal 
ſeparation from him; and bring us to 
him in true repentance, and earneſt deſire 
of a change; ſet us be what we will in 
other reſpects, we are vile before God 
and, if he ſpeaks Butch in his aw, V 4 
condemned. 

And if to this we add, as we well may; 
the breaches of our* duty towafds- our 
neighbour ; our unfair dealings with him; 
the ſlanders we invent againſt him, or ea- 
ſily take up, and liſten to with · ſecret de 
light ; our anger upon flight” occaſions; 
our envy; our inclination to revenge, and 
unwillingneſs to forgive; and what is the 
root of all, our pride and ſelfiſhneſs: * We 
have a ſtill fuller proof of our guilt, and 
| the neceſſity of looking out for a remedy. 
hHleſſed be the God and Father of mer- 
cies, CHRIST is this remedy. 
is the lamb of God that taketh c the „n of 
Ibe world. John i, 29. He is the great 


ee of OR to "all who know their 
necd 


. 


dead or Hg; cad genre x0! Him fick, and 


. Cronin ub 7 x er ad re 


to) 


heavy laden, and wixli a deep coriviction 
of their ſinful, helpleſs condition- And 


tho' God is a conſuming fire; and his. jut- 
tice cannot overlook the tranſgreſſions of 


his law; yet ir can be; and is ſatisfyed by 
the atoning blood, and perfect obedienee 


of Chriſt; and our God is again well plea. 


ſed with us, for the fake of What Chriſt has 
done and ſuffer d for us and for what we 

are in him; When onrt we hatte received 
him into our hearts by faith. + 158 


But perhaps you will diet What | 


dlecities! of our Obzdience'tin this way of 
pardoning fins by Chriſt : and of being 


accepted in and thro' a. Mediator, or 
Surety ; by merey from firſt to laſt, and 


not ar all of merit? Is ix not a dangerous 
temptatlon tous toi believe that it may be 
diſpenſed with, notwithſtanding the i. 
neſs of the commatid i and that ſome way 
or other God may accept us without it. 
Without the Perfection of Obedience he 


may, and does; withour a fincere purpoſe 
of it, and continual, daily improvement 
| — it, he cannot. But to anfwer directly 


to this objection. I fay; +2 PRIME ſup- 
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poſes a heart turned from fin, and a will to 
all goodneſs; and brings us to the Spirit for 
power ; and thus efeblifh the Law. Rom. 


N 31. Ang without this it is nothing 
but hypocriſy, and a lie. 2. This me- 


thod ſhews the neceſſity of Obedience; 


yea, of perfect Obedience. For God's 
law broken, is not ſatisfy d only by exact. 


ing the penalty due to our ſins in 


| Per- 
ſon and ſufferings of Chriſt; but alſo by 


having full Obedience paid to it by Him in 
our ſtead, as our great Covenant-head. 
Not to diſcharge us from our obligations 
to obedience ; but to convince us of the 


value which God ſets upon it; of his con- 


cern for juſtice, and for the honour of his 


las; to inſpire us with a dread of difobe- 


dience, and bring our ſtraying hearts back 
again to him in love; the only root and 
{ſpring of all true obedience ; I mean as far 


as human agency can be concern'd ; and 


without which it is of no value in the 


. ſight of God. For 3, This is the goſ- 
 pel-myſtery of Sanctification; God's own 


method of promoting and fecuring our 
obedience ; and appears to all the rea- 


ſon of mankind to be excellently fitted 
ta that end. If the love of God in gi- 


ving 


( 69 ) 


Chriſt emptying himſelf of his glory; 
humBling Himſelf to take our fleſh, that 
he might ſuffer death upo on the” croſs and 
fave the forfeited/ res Of of our ſouls from 
deſtruction, will! not bend our ſtubborn 
hearts, What will? If the Kindneſs of 
God thus wonderfully manifeſted on our 
behalf, will not draw from us ſuitable re- 
turns of love; and engage us in a courſe - _ 
of free, generous, unconttrain'd obedience; 
hat is there left in the naturè of man tharx 
can do it? Fly to the mercy 'of "God in 
Chriſt, with an humble, penitent, contrite 
heart; and then grieve, and fin” againſt 
kim, iy can. Reject it, and then ſee 
What kind of obedience you can force out 
of yourfelves. © I will venture to ſay, yo 
will bring'y our duty into a narrow com- 
paſs and Age ienely pride yourſelves in 
the performatice of That little, which 
generally paſſes in the world for virtue. 
Ar rhe fame time zoverlooking thoſe 
Goſpel graces, which conſtitute the 
Chriſtian life; are the work of God's 
Spirir in us; make us like Chriſt; and 
qualify us for che enjoyment of the hea 
: 1 happineſs: f ben LE fincete' love 
0 #5 705 ol Hos 11 E * 
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ving bis ſon · to die for us ir cke love or | 


145 „„ 
df God and man, humility, meekneſs, 
patience, purity, felf-denial. Theſe tem- 
Pers ſo peculiarly Chriſtian, and ſo eſſen- 
tial to the new man of the, Goſpel, are too 
much diſregarded even by the better par- 
of mankind ; and can only be deſired and 
S. e in the \ rene: of di vine 
1 
It is true, the b will luft fill Sen the | 
| ſpirit, and ile ſpirit againſt the fleſh, Gal, 
v, 17. So that perhaps the ſtruggle be- 
twixt. them will never be over ſo long as 
we are in this world. But then the Par- 
den' d ſoul leves much, - becauſe much hab 
deen Forgiuen. Lu. vii, 47. It's natural 
| is, What ſhall L render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits? It hates 
all fin, as ſuch z and fights manfully a- 
gainſt it. Ik has reſpect unto A the 
commandments ; acknowledges the good. 
neſs, and neceſſity of them; and wou'd 
v0 more chuſe.to do leſs than is com- 
manded, than to be excuſed from hap- 
Pineſs. It does not think that there is 
no fi in the heart, where there ia none 
in the life; but e nel under- 
Hauding, aud ſes ing aſter God, Rom. iii, 
It, which the werld makes but little 


account of, is the greateſt ſin of all o- 
thers 
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thers ; And ene Ter f ab evil in us. ih 


has the Holy Ghoſt for it's fupport, and 


comforter ; goes' 1 from cgi to 
ſtrength ; ws daily in grace, in 
| the Beeler of God; is en- 
couraged amidſt all its temptations, and 
infirmities, by the ſenſe of forgiveneſs; 
defires, and pantsafter perfection, but ex- 
to be accepted to the reward of it 
only in Chriſt ; and in this belief finds it's 
greateſt comfort; grieving for the remain- 
der of it's corruption, but not hindered by 
it go laying hold on the the amen of 
God. 
| Wou'd you then du ſettled in the 8 
of Chriftran Obediener? The ſum is this; 
firſt be convinced of your diſobedience ; 
eſpecially againft the firſt and great Com- 
mandment. This conviction of ſin 
which is the Spirit's firſt operation, and 
muſt neceſſarily Log before all the reſt ; 
conſider Jo. 8, 11. 
bring you to Chrin, in humility, ſor 
remiſſion. Who by his perfect obedi- 
ence, and the merits of his death has 
condemn'd ſin in the fleſh; ſo that it 
fhall neither riſe up in judgment a- 
gainſt you, nor prevail over you. And 
when once you are . in the fenſe 
of | 


em) 


of ſo. great a/mercy from che Lopd, i it it 
win over your whole heart, and ſoul to 
him. You will ſtudy to do his will in all 
| things ; and be filled with That love, which 
is ibe fulfilling. of the lam, Rom, xiii,, 10. 
and the ſoul of obedience, | You, will. ode 
God, who hath fut ſo loved: you, 1 Jo. iv 16. 
and your Brother for God's fake. ver 11. 
And you will earneſtly beſeech him that 
he wou'd write all his laws in your hearts; 
as knowing aſſuredly that conformity. to 
them is health to the ſoul, and the per- 
fection of our nature; and that nothing 


can be mercy to you in your fallen con- 


dition, but recovery to a ſtate. of willing 
obedience; juſt as nothing can be mer- 
cy to a ſick man but a cure. In a word, 
the ſum; and ſubſtance of the: Bible is 1 

Believe, that ye may obey ; obey, and Foy 22 
And if you are not eſtabliſhed in this be- 
lief; if it is not the ſincere pnrpoſe, and 
great deſire of your heart to be purged, 

and ſanctified, as well as pardon'd you tri- 
fle with your happineſs, a are A, eh. 
ed man 0 1 ot 
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LECT. 


HE Church Catechiſm having, 1. 

inſtructed us in the nature of the 
Chriſtian Covenant; and, 2. called upon us 
to rehearſe the Articles of our belief in 
That antient confeſſion. of Chriftian Faith, 
called the Apoſtles Creed; and, 3. ſetibe- 
fore us the Chriſtian Obedience, in 1185 Ten 
Commandments, and the explanation of 
them in the two following queſtions and 
anſwers; comes, 4. to ſnew us the reaſon, 


and neceſſity of diligent Prayer. -Foraſ- . 


much as we can do none of theſe things of 
ourſelves. We can neither believe, nor 
apply to ourſelves * Chriſtian Covenant: 


* * 
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nor walk in the commandments of God, 
and ſerve him truly all the days of our life, | 


without his ſpecial grace. 


As our Salvation is the gift df God to 
us; ſo our acceptance of it, and a life 
framed according to it, muſt be the work 
of his Spirit in us. And eſpecially if we 
are not well grounded in a ſenſe of our 
weakneſs, and natural inability, to prac- 


tiſe what he requires of us; we ſhall be 


apt to meaſure the extent of our Obedi- 
ence by our own narrow capacities; and 


fall into the common miſtake, that what 


we can do of ourſelves, is all we ought to 
do, and all that God expects. from us. 


Tho Chriſt ſays, zwithoaut me he can do no- 
bing. John xv. 5. And the Prophet 


Jeremiah, I is not in man that walketh, - 


direct bis fleps. X. 23. 


e thewindeod, Gian / chat of thy- 


ſelf thou art not able to do theſe things, 
Thou art a fallen creature; corrupt in thy 
heart, eme in thy will, and blind in 
thy underſtan —_ ' And if ever thou art 
recovered to in 


the way of his chu- 
and appointing for thee, it muſt be 


Ex by ving the defire of thy heart turn'd to 
Aim in continual Prayer; that he wou'd 


work 


1 


work in thee; both to will tn of bis 
good pleafure. Phil. ii, 13. And if thy 
own experience has not convinced thee of 
this, the light of Scripture never ſhined 
into thy foul; thou art yet in the darkneſs 
of unbelief” __ 
The commands of God muſt be obeyed. 
Faith in Crit dying for us when ' we Were 
ungodly, Rom. v, 6. begets in us an car- 
neſt deſire to obey them from the heart; 
and a fear of offending ſo gracious a Fa- 
ther, and ſo kind a * And this 
faith is itſelf the gift of God, and muſt be 
obtained by prayer. Phil. i, 20, 1 Cor. 
ii, 12, 14. But nevertheleſs when the 
ſenſe of this Reconciliation hath ſo far 
taken hold of us, that we can truly fay, 
our ſpirit is willing; full the e is Went. 
Matt, xxvi, 4I. We are beſet with 
— tations ; and have Poe wing 
ruggle with; which we can never 


hope to "IRE -wirlious: che: I of | 


| — chere is no way to engage "the 
power of God. on our fide, . but by. prays 


g always with all prayer and. jupplication _ 


in the Spirit, and waiching thereunto: with - 
all perſeverance. Eph. vi. 18. For the 


condition of obtaining help and ſtrength _ 
G 2 from 
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from above is, Aft, and it Gall be given; 

feek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 
 epen'd. Matt. vii. 7, And if we do not 
comply with this condition, we are nei- 
ther fit to receive the grace of God; nor 
to make a right uſe nt 5 If it mou d be 
given us. 5 
So that Prayer both opens i us a way in- 
to the Kingdom of God, and of Chriſt; 
and is our only ſecurity for continuing in 
it, and living in any degree ſuitably to ſo 
great a mercy. For as I ſaid before, the _ 
commands oſ God muſt be obeyed. And 
if we are not able to keep them of our- 
ſelves; as it is certain we are not; it fol- 
lows neceſſarily, either that we make no 
conſcience of keeping them: or, that we 
muſt be convinced of the neceſſity of 
putting our whole truſt in God; and 
—— cloſe to him by conſtant, ; diligent 
-o Obferve: then, that when our Church 
ſays, My good child, know that thou art not 
able to do theſe things'sf thyſelf, and to walk in 
the Commandments of God, and to ſerve bum, 
zwithout his ſpecial grace, it gives us the one 
ſtrong reaſon of Prayer. Our belp Pandeth. 
in the name of the Lond. Plalm cxxiv, 8. 


41 
who only can afford it us. Le is ready 


to give it to all that aſk it. And if we. 


have not, it is becauſe we aſk not. Jam. iv. 
2. I ſay, what plainer, or ſtronger rea- 
ſon than this can be given for the neceſſity 
of Prayer? And who is there ns cannot 
underſtand it? 

Bodily want, felt, we think. one : a4 
all to be a' ſufficient reaſon for aſking. 
And we are not backward to make 'our 


caſe known to thoſe who we think can 


and will help us, And if we do not lay 
our ſpiritual wants before God; who calls 


upon us, and commands us to do it, and 


is ever waiting that he may be gracious to 
us; with the ſame, nay with much greater 
concern than we deſire to have our bodily 


wants ſupplied; it is becauſe we are igno—-— 


rant of them; fearleſs of danger, and una- 
waken'd to a ſenſe of our condition. In 
the midſt of life we are in death, and do 
not know it. | 
Learn alſo om hence the true ſpirit 


of Prayer. It is the turning of a peni- 


tent, humble, defiring heart to God, for 
mercy to it in its helpleſs, fallen ſtate; 
and for ability to walt in all the command- 
ments of the Lord blameleſs. And without 
this ſenſe there can be no prayer. If we 
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were to fall down upon our knees a hun- 
dred times a day, it would be a fruitleſs 
labour. God is not glorified, nor man 
profited by fuch empty ſervices. Holi- 
neſs and happineſs is God's glory in man; 
granted to his deſire and free choice. But 
where this is not, the life and ſoul of pray- 
er; all our fitneſs to receive ſpiritual good 
things from God, and turn them into a 
bleſſing to us, is ſtill wanting; that is, a 


praying from what we feel; with an car. _ 


neſt will to experience the power of God 
in our fouls; turning us from darkneſs to light. 
Act. xxvi, 18. And quickening us boy 
his Spirit to newneſs of life. Ge ig 
in this diſpoſition, from a hungring, RR, 
ing ſoul, pierceth the heart of od; has 
Chriſt interceding | for. it; and the Spirit 
 belping its infirmities ; let the man live in 
what part of the world he will. | | 
It was probably for this 8 5 f 
when Chriſt was defired by the diſciples 
to teach them to pray, He did it in few 
words; and ſuch as tend chiefly to ſhew 
with what diſpoſition, and frame of ſpi- 
rit we ought to pray; viz. for ſpiritual 
bleſſings; as children-to a Father, in full 


aſſurance of being heard. I do not mean 


that, it is either unlawful, or improper to 
| | enlarge 


”- 
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kw] in our addreſſes to God." Mie 


the deſiring, fervent foul will ſtrive car- 


neſtly, and ſtruggle hard for a bleſſing. 
But then the greateſt length of prayer, 
| gd without feeling and without 'mean- 

ing, will not prevail with God. When a 
ſingle wiſh from a well diſpoſed will, and 
an affectionate, * longing heart, which 


ſtands always bent towards God, will find 
acceptance; and bring down our ves. 


from above. 

Have you then conſiders ah weighty 
reaſon here given for the uſe of diligent 
prayer; and applied it to your own ' caſe? 

Does any thing which you know and feet 
of n. ae or that the Scripture tells 
you of the univerſal corruption and weak. 


neſs of mankind ; bring you upon your _ 


knees before God, to have your 


cleanſed by the inſpiration of his holy 
Spirit? Do you pray for faith to receive 


Chriſt; and for grace to follow his exam- 
ple; and is your prayer. indeed the very 


defire of your hearts? Is the ſtate of your 
life a ſtate of continual wiſhing and pray- 
ing according to the order, form, and 

ſpirit of the Lord's prayer; and _— 22 
all your deſires within the compaſs of it? 


— 
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being deeply poſſeſſed with a ſenſe of 
your high calling to a ſtate of Sonſhip in 
Chriſt; Hallowing the name of God in 
your. hearts, and' lives waiting for 
his Kingdom; and for ſtrength to do, and 
ſuffer his will Forgiving,” loving, 
and living in charity with all men 
Praying to be delivered out of tempta- 
tion. and to be kept from the power of 
evil gaſcribing all you have, all you 
do, and all you are, to Him only. whoſe 
| is the Kingdom, and the power, and the 
| glory; Tho is above all, and thro* all, and 
| im us all. Eph. iv. 6.— And as for the 
? concerns of this life, leaving them in the 


hands of God; and being content with, 
1 and thankful for ſuch things as you have? 
EE Ah! my friends; how can we ever fo 
far deceive ourſelves, as to think either 
that any thing is prayer but the prayer 
= of the heart; or that a prayerleſs life is a 
. 5 | __ Chriſtian life! And a Sunday's religion 
bob nly, . is in truth little better than a pray- 
erleſs life. If we believed in good ear- 
= neſt, that Converſion is the one thing ne- 
. 3 ceſſary, where we have now one prayer, 
— - we ſhould have a thouſand, that this great 
=_ | work of the Lord — proſper in our 
= . hands. 


_— = 


| wands Whatever buſineſs we are about, 


it wou'd be uppermoſt in our et ; 
and we ſhould be breathing out many a 


wiſh for the grace of God. We ſhould. 


love to pray; we ſhould teach all that be- 
long to us to pray; we ſhould pray with, 


and for our families; we ſhould have 4 


ly, ſtated times of prayer; and take all 
opportunities of) joining in the UN wor- 
ſhip of God. 

If it is not * * pray God convince 
you of the error of your ways! May he 
come among us, and with great might 
ſuccour us! And let me beſeech you in 


his name, and by all your hopes of ſalva- 
tion, to turn to the Lord in prayer. 8 | 


it is not a vain thing ; it is for your life, © 
life of our fouls demands it of us. 


muſt periſh without it; and we „ 


other token of their being in a dead fate, 
than the neglect of it. 

And if there are any here FEST who 
thro' the brutiſh neglect of their parents, 


or others, (which all ſuch muſt ſadly anf< 


wer for to God) were never 1 to 
pray; let me warn them to come as faſt 
as they can out of this wretched, heathen- 


ih way; and not only to begin, but learn 


how 
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your weakneſs, and fly to the pow 
Cod. Remember eſpecially, that thoſe 


* 


2 They cannot plead in ex- 


cCuſe for 9 that they know ho 
better. For no doubt they hive had ma- 


ny calls to this purpoſe, both at Church, 
and in the examples of others, and from 
the inward motions of God's Spirit. They 
have a loud warning now from Me. And 
if they will no! underſtand, and feek after God, 
their blood will be upon their own Heads. 
And I fay to all; be in fear for your- 


_ ſelves, E Cod. 


Heb. xi1, 15. Your work is great; your 


time is ſhort. Know your duty; know 
er of 


commands which are of fuch importance, 


that without them we cannot be Chrif. 
tians; and in which the converſion: and 
recovery of our fouls chiefly conſiſts; are 


withal the hardeſt; nay, abſolutely above 
all the natural power of man; ſuch as Hu- 


mility, Meekneſs, Patience, the Love of 


God; and ſuch univerſal, unbounded Cha- 


_ rity to men, as can forgive it's enemies; 


and inclines us to love, and bleſs mw 


> "is 1 and en us. 
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If then you truly deſire to ak God, 
and profit your neighbour by a holy life; 
and would have within yourſelves a com- 
fortable, and well-grounded perſuaſion, 
that you grue all duligencè to make your callin 
and election ſure; 2 Pet. i, 10. 22 
and pray. Matt. xxvi. 41. Yea, pray 
without ceaſing. 1 Thefl: v. 17. That 
is, in the continual bent, and habit of 
your minds; that ye may be account ted wor- 
thy to eſcape, and 2 before the S on of man. 
Lu. xx1, 36. . 
And God grant that we may be /ober, 
nd watch unto prayer. 1 Pet. iv, 7. And 
thereby commit the keeping of our ſouls 10 
7 5 ware: in well doing, as js 4 Sable Creator. 
er. 10 3 
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n of your ſouls. 
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HE laſt of the 5 parts into which the 
Church-catechiſm 1s divided, is the 


Chriflian Sacraments. Of which I ſhall ſay 


ſomething briefly by way of explanation; 


and then, according to what I have chietly 
in view in theſe Lectures, exhort you to 
examine yourſelves concerning the ſenſe 


you have of them; and how far you im- 
prove and apply them to the benefit and 


We 


* 


We are cold there ty 0 > Sacraments, 
and but two; that they were ordained 


by. Chriſt, himſelf ; and are therefore ne- 


ceſſary to ſalvation. | Both becauſe they 
dave the force of all other divine com: 
mands ; and becauſe they are tokens an- 


ſeals of God's ,coyenant of grace ; the 


eſpecial means of aſſuring and conivey= 


ing it to us; and of our entrance into, | 
and growth in the Spiritual . life. 3 But 
then you are to obſerve, it is not fai d 


they are abſolutely, but only generally necel- 


ſary to ſalvation. So, that the. wilful, 


whether vicious, or careleſs. neglect 0 


them, will deprive us of the benefits of 
Chriſt's religion.” The fitneſs and propri- | 


ety of them 1s beſt known to God; an 
to his wiſdom we muſt, ſubmit.. If there- 


fore he has appointed them. for the trial, 


ſupport, and exerciſe of our faith; AS 


ſtanding memorials of his mercy, "and a 
publick declaration of our want of it, 


and truft in it; we are not at liberty to 
think the uſe of them indifferent. They 


are neceſſary in virtue of the inſtitution. 


And it will be in vain to ſay 


that they are in their own nature 


incapable of producing the effects Which 


are aſeribed to them. What can . prink- 
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ling with Hyſſop fi gnify to my caſe? 
might a Jewiſh Leper Lark ſaid. Never- 
theleſs, the Pſalmiſt looking thro* the 
cover of the outward ceremony with the 
eye of faith, ſaw ſpiritual comfort in it; 
and embraced it as a token of his -cleanſ. 


ing fromthe inwardLeproſy m_ _ 2 of | 


| pare Livit. iv, 4, 8 
s Naaman did ſay, har vi virtue can 
there be in the water of Jordan _ than 


any other ; and yet upon trial, he was 
cur'd of his leproſy. 2 Kings, v. And 
thus if it ſhould be asked, how can we be 


cleanſed from the defilement of fin, by 
waſhing the whole body, or ſprinkling _ 
any of it with water? How can 
bread and wine be converted into the nou... 
riſhment of our ſouls? The plain anſwer 
is, by the ſole will and power of God, 
taking effect thro' the fign; not for any 
virtue of it's own; ; but thro one as well 
as another, of God's appointment. 
And he can inſtitute ſenſible tokens of 
the neceſſity of our being thus cleanſed, 
and nouriſhed ; of our utter helpleſs- 
nels, and abſolute dependance on his 
_ almighty grace; as an act of ſtipulation on 
his part to apply it; and on our's to 


receive it. And what we think He 
„ has 


(® ) 


has thus inſtituted, our Church Catechiſm 
declares to be generally neceſſary; that is, 
Where theſe Sacraments may be had ; and 
not ſo as to exclude any 3 the hopes of 
ſalvation, who are unavoidably hinder'd 
from partaking of them. And as for thoſe 

who reject them from real ſcruples of con- 
ſcience; and are otherwiſe ſerious in the 
eſſential points of religion. viz. Turning 
to God according to Chriſt, for the ope- 
_ rations of his Spirit; let them, for me, 


have the benefit of this faving exception. 


Tho' I differ from them, I dare not con- 
demn them. e 
or fall. Rom. xiv, 8 
Now for the itution of Ba tim ; 
by Chriſt himſelf, we refer to tt. 
XXvili, 25 Go ye therefore aud teach. all 
nations, laptiſing them in the name of | the 
Father, — of. tbe San, and of the Holy 
Gb. The meaning of which words; 
as they may well be underſtood accord. 
ing to the original, is——Enter all nati- 
ons into a ſtate of Diſcipleſhip, into all 
the hopes, , priviledges, and powers 
the iſtian Covenant, BY baptiſing 
a them ; that is, by means of the outward 
inviſible ſign. And or the inward, ſpi- | 
ritual 1 we wo to 1 Cor. Xii, 1 5 | 
2 


856 ts e we are all Ladti iſed into one Jody; 
that is, | Chriſt, and his members; par- 
taking of the ſame life by the ſame Spirit. 
And to Gal. iti, 17. As many as bave been 
baptiſed into Chrift, have put on Chriſt 
| His Sonſhip, and holineſs ;' what he was 
in himſelf, N he will be again in us; 
when ever we are ſo joined lo the Lord, as 
1% be one n with him. 34 Cor. vi. 


1 


And if any doubt can remain If Chriſt's | 
| meaning as to the uſe and perpetual con- 
tinuance of Baptiſm ; we read in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, that it was their conſtant 

ractiſe to baptiſe thoſe whom they con- 

verted. We know alſo with infallible 
certainty that it was continued on 
from hem, thro? all. ſucceeding . ages; 


and in the principal times adminiſter'd 


with a ſolemnity, which ſhews their ſenſe 


of it's importance, and the great ſtreſs 


they laid upon it. And to convince us 
farther, how neceſſary and indiſpenſable 
it is; and that no graces, or endowments 
can ſuperſede the uſe of it ; we find that 
St. Peter baptiſed Cornelius and his com- 
pany, even after they had received the mi- 
raculous gifts of the Rey Gholt. Act * 


4 48. 
8 Suppale 
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| Suppoſe now, a perſon fully fatisfied 
about the neceſſity of baptiſm, and yet 
in double concerning the caſe of Infants ; 
I wou'd ask him, why he ſhould enter 
tain a thought of excluding them? 905 
ſidering that neicher Chriſt, nor his A- 
poſtles did; and that God expresſiy com- 
manded the children of the Jews to be cir- 
cumciſed. Which at once cuts off all the 
arguments that can be alledged for the 
unfitneſs, or incapacity of Infants bein 

admitted into covenant with God; 
ſhews that tho repentance and faith are 
neceſſary qualifications of baptiſm to thoſe 
who are capable of them, yet the want of 
them is no neceſſary diſqualificatien 
of thoſe who are not; any more than the 
want of a full knowledge and belief of 
the religion of Maſes was to the chil- 
dren of the Jews. If it ſhou'd be ſaid 
that there is a poſitive command 


for. one, and not for the other; the 


anſwer is, there needed none. As Bap- 
tiſm came in the room of Circumciſi- 
on, without any excluſion of Infants; 
it is natural to ſuppoſe that no change 
was intended as to them. Becauſe if 
there had, it wou'd have been neceſſa . 


9 a miſtake as to their 
H 3 | caſe, 


41%} 


caſe, 57 an expreſs prohibition. But 
as there is no ſuch prohibition, Our 
Church declares with good Warrant 
Art. 27] © That the baptiſm of you ng 
children is in any wife to be retained.” 
Seeing that in St. Pauls Phraſe, git; ne 
dren of Chriſtian parents are clean, o 
holy, 1 Cor. vii, 14. that is, capable ar 
entering into a ſtate of relative, or 'cove- 
nant-holineſs. Which, by the way, is a 
a" Very pertinent ſcripture inſtance of 
the baptiſing of children. It Being” hard 
to ay how they could be clean, or holy, 
but firſt by being capable of ſuch a ſtate; 
and then received into it by the proper rite 
of admiſſion. We know the child of a 
Jew wou'd not have been reputed holy 
without” circumciſion. 

But now the great difficulty is din t to 
| Lone; 40 | 
Whether Babtiſm was ordaitied?: 
Chriſt,” as' the ſtanding method of ad- 
miting all perſons into a ſtate of Diſei- 
pleſhip: Whether the grace of Go in 
Chriſt is thereby ſigned and ſealed to us; 
Whether Infants are to be received to a 
participation of this grace, or no: Yet 
what can it profit thoſe, Wh. have no 


* of Wen effect in e f . 
„„ 
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And what Jock it "ſignify Which ade 6 
theſe queſtions relating to - baptiſm'they 
hold, who do not conſider the end, 2nd N 
look after the benefits of it? be 
Did you ever put this pense 
tion to yourſelves, which: all ſets and 
denominations are equally” concern d ing 
and muſt anſwer truly upon the pert! of 
their ſotils Hau I and to the new 
birth ' unto bug. * 1 * know your 
anſwer-will'be, 7 hope fo: But then do 
not hope galt all reaſon, and with 
the ſtrongeſt” appearances to che contra 
ry ; with nothing about you but the 
marks of careleſsneſs, and a - worldly 
ſpirit. Surely where all is at ſtake, there 
is but too much need to ſay to all, 
not deceived; If you are aſerious ma 
come to the trial. What is your hops 
grounded on? Is it upon !\your' Bap. 
tiſm, and Chriſtian profeſſion! dvi Or ups 
on an honeft, ſober life, and fair ca 
in the eye of the world? Or great 
8 in an outward form of religi- 
If it is grounded upon any, or all 
7 af cheſs put together, without fuch a 
change- of your-inward mii, 48 makes 
you ſeek carneſthj aſter God, as your 
n. and W you to. tk N 


(7 


faith, A longing - for his. 8 
know for certain that you come ſhort. of 
the matter ; ber is, Nun. to Chriſt, 


2, 1 
It Gor true, you will God * 
ready to join with your. deceitful hearts, 
in darkening. and explaining away this 
capital Scripture· doctrine of the new 
birth. But I ſay ag not deceived. 
It is nothing leſs power of . 
5 CO it to 
à ſtate of ſpiritual growth, working, and 
, or, aofiogation. from the Fall 
| ' Ws 51 . to 


r . 18, 19, 20. „ wg may 
| know, ——bat is the exceeding greatneſs of 
bis power to us ward obo believe. according to 
to the working of his mighty power, which be 
wrought in Cbriſt when he raiſed him from tbe 
dead, and ſet bim at bis own right hand in the 
places. Words ſo weighty, as not 
eafily 1 to be explained. Nevertheleſs, take 
the ſenſe of them as thus given by the 
learned Dr. Hammond. Diſcerning 
thoroughly the infiniteneſs of his power 
oa. _— * . in this walk wy 
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10 that! life, hien vis His, image. in 


man at the fitſt; and Which alone 1s. ca- 


pable of reaching after Him ; 0 being, 
united to him, Sx living with him to 


7 


eternity. "All the powers of fleſh, and 
blood, that is, of nan in his fleſhly, 


carthly- = are utterly 4 for, 
this pu cpoſe ? 
much 
with a civil, Far” even NG Bikes. beha-. 
viour; or think that any thing is conver- 
_ bur converſion of the whole OP: 
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Tow us 1 in Wage our enem- 
- a fin, and death the puniſhment of ſin ; 

afing- us ſinners firſt to a new, and 
then to an eternal life. Which was a 


work. of the ſame” omnipotence with that 


he firſt evidenced in that miraculous ralf- 

| ing of Chriſt from the grave, and exalting 
him to the higheſt degree of glory next to 

himſelf in — mn; - an emblem and an eſ- 

ſay ofthe methods which he hath now uſ- 


ed toward us, by the preaching of the Goſ- 


pel to raiſe us from the grave of fin to 4 
new Chriſtian life, and trom WOE to a 
glorious rnit. 


. 
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we a e power of the +: 2 fr Ghoſt, you ut. 
terly miſtake your caſe ; and | 3 * be i oF 
2 of rejecting your : 
I ſpeak of converſian, take notice a= | 
pink that I do not mean it. only of the con- 
verſion of notorious ſinners ; as if none | 
but ſuch were called to it. But of ſuch 
"converſion as is neceſſary for all, who ne- 
ver ſaw their own milerable unworthineſs; 3 
and confequently have not yet applied in 
good earneſt to Chriſt, as the only Savi- 
_ our of all Mankind; the beſt and the 
worſt. Call our great work under Chriſt, 
and his Spirit, Conver/ſron, Regeneration, or | 
Faith and Obedience; and let the foundation 
of it be laid when, and how it will ; cer- 
tain it is that the Goſpel calls us to it, of- 
fers to work it in us, ang that it muſt of 
all neceſſity take place in us. bs er 
God convince thoſe of their miſtake, who! 
think they are in the new birth for baving 
; bien baptiſed, and leading orderly lives 
with reſpect to men; but do not know 
what it 1s to repent, and turn to God; 
and never came to Chriſt, as an inward Su 
viour; taking away the guilt of their ſins, 
purifying their hearts ne. Act. xv, 9. 
h XXvi. 20. 557-001-251 - ligt 07 124 v 
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Are you then aware of this, as a matter 
of the utmoſt importance, and principally 
to be attended to in the ſpiritual, deep- 
ſearching religion of Chriſt ; viz. That a 
great change, called here in our Cateciſm. 
A death unto ſin, and a new birth unto righte- 
ou/neſs, muſt paſs upon every ſoul of man? 
And that it can be ſought after only in Re- 
pentance, or an humble knowledge of our 
ſtate and nature; and received by Faith as 
the work of God in all, and the gift of 
God to all? Did you ever ask yourſelves _ 
what the death unto fm, and the new birth 
unto righteouſneſs are! Do you take the 
Scripture for your guide ; and confult it 
carefully to know what is the meaning of 
theſe deep expreſſions; and what cauſe 
there is for ſuch a thorough converſion in 
all, as can only be effected by the power of 
God; And which is to all intents and pur- 
poſes a new birth; as it brings on a new 
ſtate and life? and confers a new 
nature, attended with new thoughts, 
new judgments, new reſolutions, ,new 
hopes, . new fears, new reliſhes Me <1 
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der the do inian of 84. 
and inſtea of the dark 
ee Ws. ang i mean purſuits,and 


low attainments of the natural man, opens 


in our hearts the proſpect. of heaven, the 
deſire of heaven, and the Powers of hea- 


334 


I ſay again, A you " convinced of OOH 


as what diſtinguiſheth., the Religion of : 


Chriſt from a ſtate merely natural, and 
from all other religions; and of the nece- 


' Dity of attaining it? Knowing in your- 
| ſelves that you neither have any claim to 


ſalvation, nor, fitnels for it, but as you are 
received into a ſtate of favour. with- God, 


ſug: the alone merits. of Chriſt ;. and 
made alive unto God by his 8 pirit. 


Do you believe indeed that ſin 1 55% 


come to the death in vo ſo as 


that your wills ſhall be nen againſt it, 
and your love of into 20 1755 : 


And that your new " birth unto righ- 


teouſneſs muſt - prove | itſelf, as every 


1 4 kind of life does, by ſuch work- 


S and inclinations as are proper to 
That as a worldly heart and 
np faſtens pen the world, and 
its 
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it's pleaſures, or conveniences, "with 


the full bent of it's defire; ſo the new 
man in Chriſt, not neglecting his proper 


buſineſs in the world, nor refuſing fuch 


comforts, and conveniences as are con- 
ſiftent with his main end; has neverthe- 
leſs quite different things conſtantly in 
view; and ſeeks the Kingdom of God, 
and the righteouſneſs thereof in the firſt 
place; ſtriving in the power of divine 
grace againſt all his corruptions ; pray- 


ing earneſtly for ſtrength' to do the will 


of God from the heart, and to be kept by 
the mighty power of God unto falvati- 
6 

But you ſay, does not this heavenly 
mindedneſs, this living unto God by his 
Spirit, make us neglect our families, and 
take us off from the duty of our callings ; 
No. From all carking anxiety it does, 
and muſt. But at the ſame time fixeth us 
in dependance upon, and reſignation to, 


God; and makes us more induſtrious, 
more provident in an honeſt way, and 
more careful of our duty to all, than we 


ſhould otherwiſe be. 


Look well to your great concern, and 


the true bent of your minds; and what- 
ever time you give to God and your 
I ſouls 


( 98 -) 


Jouls as you hk well give a great deal 


more than you do you will ſo forecaſt your 


buſineſs, as to loſe nothing upon a world- 
ly account. Ask a labouring man, what 


his heart his chiefly upon when he is at 
work, tho' he does not always think of it; 

and he will anſwer upon his family, and 
his home at night. If he could anfwer as 
readily, upon God ; his work would be as 


well followed. And fo will your's, tho? 


you have your eye all the while upon the 
{tcaight gate Perhaps the perſon who 
makes this objection - is a drunkard, or 
ſpendthrift, or an idle waſter of his time. 


But whoever he is, does he bring all his 


time to account? Does he ſpend none of 


it in vanity; Does he confider that Eter- 


nity demands a reaſonable portion of it 


from him, and the ſteady We of 
his moſt ſerious thoughts? 


hatever he 


may think, his ſoul is himſelf, his All. 
If he is afraid of having too much concern 
for it, it is to be feared he has too little. 

And by ſtanding off from the truth of re- 
ligion, and reg every thing that is 


el in it, upon a pretence that it will ö 


engroſs too much of his time and 


e and be a HANES to. n 


his 


1 


iis worldly affairs; he bears witneſt a- 
gainſt himſelf that he is in darkneſs, 
and cannot yet diſcern good from e- 
vii. 
But ſome, indeed very Many, alles 
fatther'} Does not our Church fay at | 
we ate regenerate, and born again in Bap- 
tiſm? And what need then 1s there to 
book for the new birth any where elſe ? 
But can thoſe that ſay this ſuppoſe that 
the end of baptiſm is attained by all, or 
the greateſt part of thoſe who ate ad- 
mitted to it in their infancy ? And that 
what is done for us then cannot be un- 
done, let us live as we pleaſe? Does 
not our Church teach us as plainly what 
is the duty, as the orivilghs of thoſe 
who are baptiſed? That we /bould fel. 
tow the example of our Saviour Chriſt ; and 
| that as be died, and was butied, and roſe 


wy as, Jrom fn, and riſe again unto righ= 
 reouſneſs ? Does it not tell us, that the 
requiſites to baptiſm are Repentance and. 
Faith * And that every one is indiſpen- 
ſably bound to look well to this quali- 
fications in himſelf? And is not this 
telling us this we run the hazard of lo- 
E. all, if we do not? Take heed 


13 | there 


ain for us, fo Hou d ve woho are bapti=, . 


ad 3 


therefore of miſtaking, and abuſing your 
baptiſm. Look upon it as the token and 
feal of God's mercy to you in Chriſt, 
waſhing you from your ſins in bis blood; © 
Rev. i, 5. but ler no? /in reign in your 
mortal bodies, Rom. vi, 12. As it * 
according to the whole tenor of Scrip- 
ture, notwithſtanding all the accompliſh. 
ments of the old man, till you have a 
new being in Chriſt; and can go forth 
in the frengib of the Lord God, and make 
mention of his righteouſneſs only. Pſa. Ixxi, 
16. Make not your 42 a pretenſe 
for ſtanding ſtill in yonr Chriſtian courſe ; 
or for being as the heathens who know not 
| God. 1 Theſſ. iv, 5. that is, who 
know nothing of him but by the bare 


x * 
2 


IJ uould be thought to ſay this with a be- 
coming regard to the caſe of thoſe Heathens, 
who not havingChriſft preached to them outward= + 
ly, ſeem nevertheleſs to have had a meaſure, 
and ſome of them a great one, of the Spirit ; 
and who I therefore hope and believe. will be 
 admiited to a ſhare of the mercies of God in 


light 


LF} 


light X nature; and therefore do not 
know him in the only way, in which he 
can, and deſires to be known by us; as 
the God and Father of our fpirits ; bleſſing 
us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Cbriſt. Eph. 
i, 13. In whom alone we are accepted, 
And quickening us by his Spirit ; —— ſo 
ve may be @ willing people in the day of bis 
Pla. cx, 3. M a free ſur- 

render of our hearts to him from a ſenſe 
of his love ; Arengiben d with might in the in- 
ner man ; Eph. iii, 16. and fbewing forth 
the praiſes of him who hath called us out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous 1 55 1. W ili, 
7 Now unto 10. that is able to ds 4 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac- 
cording to the power that worketh in us, Unto 
bim be glory in the Church by Chriſt Feſus, 
throughout all ages, world without end. A. 
men. . ii, 20, 214. * 
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LECT X. and Xl. 


'UR Catechiſm ſets before us theſe 
\ ſeveral things concerning the Sa- 
erament- of the Lord's Supper. 1. That it 


- was ordained for the continual remem- 


brance of the ſacrifice of the death of 
Chrift, and of the benefits which we re- 
ceive thereby. 2. That under the out- 
ward ſign of bread and wine is ſignified 
to us the body and blood of Chriſt. 3. 
Which is verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful. 4. That our 
ſouls are ſtrengthened and refreſhed by 
it, as our bodies are by the bread and 

wine. 5. That it is requir'd of all who 

come to the Lord's Supper, to. pro mn 

t em- 


_ and under the law, which all 


FT 103 1 
ad concerning their repentance, 


faith, and charity. 

A ſhort account of each of theſe partie 
culars may be ſufficient for your under- 
ſtanding of them.; and then I will addreſs 
myſelf to you in the way of exhortation. 

1. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
fo called from his appointing it at his laſt 
ſupper with his diciples, wes ordained for 
the continual remembrance of the ſacrifice of the 
death of Chrift. Or as St. Paul ſays, that 
thereby we might hen the Lord's death till 
He come. 1 Cor. xi, 26. that is, continu- 
ally, by a ſolemn uſe of it, as a moſt ſa- 
_ cred part of Chriſtian worſhip, to the end 
of the world. That as Chriſt, juſt before 
his death, ſum'd up all the divine inſtruc- 
tions of the Bible, and all his own, as ie 
were in one great point. And inſtead of 
the Sacrifices and Ceremonies both before 
pointed to 


Him, inſtituted a viſible fign and token 
of his body broken, and his blood ſhed 
for us; to fix our eyes and hearts upon 
the precious means of our redemption, 
and give us a th God aſſurance of our 

by the —_— 5 


reconciliation with 


( wa ) 
his croſs: So we ſhou'd ever Semen 
and be well aware of it, as the chief end of 
his coming; the ground of our hope and 
religion, as Chriſtians. That we ſhou'd 
See and confeſs the infinite evil, and dam- 
nahleneſs of all fin, in this ſevere inſtance 
of God's diſpleaſure againſt it; and every 
one of us in particular That fin in ourſel- 
oy which nailed the Son of God to the 
croſs; and be ſo affected with a ſenſe of 
his love in giving himſelf to die for us, as 
to unite our hearts in a ſacred bond of 
gratitude to him ; and embrace all opp- 
ortunities of teſtifying, and confirming 
our faith in his propitiatory death and fa- 
crifice : and expect all ſuch benefits from 
this ſolemn rite of commemoration, as it 
Vas intended to Signify, and ney to us. 
Which we are here told. 
2. | Is nothing leſs than the boty: and 
blood of Chriſt. Not in the bread and 
wine; as if they were changed into the 
real ſubſtance of his body and blood; but 
under them; as a lively token and fimili- 
tude of what Chriſt is to all true believers. 
Whoſe _ and ny; eee i 


LOG. 
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3. Are verily —55 Innes : 
by the faithful. You need not ſtumble at 
this explanation, if you call to mind what 
Chriſt himſelf ſo ſtrongly inculcates, and 
repeats ſo often in the 6th chap. of St. 
Jyobn, viz. That except we eat his fiſh, and 

drin bis blood, we have no life in us. ' Chriſt's 
fleſh and blood is himſelf. And unleſs he 
is wrought into us, ſo as to become the 
rh of all ſpiritual life in us, we are 

ead to the Kingdom of heaven. And 
muſt fer ever continue ſo, for want of that 
reſurrection- principle to newneſs of 
life here; to a capacity of endleſs bliſs. 
hereafter——which he is to all who are 
E by faith. See Jo. xvi, I, 


1 that if our Church had not taught 
us, that the faithful do truly, and to all 
2 L es receieve the body and 
F Chriſt ; or Chriſt himſelf, as 

re cod of of a new ſpiritual life, the 
Father of a heavenly nature in us, as A- 
dam was of the carthly——underſtand 
it by, and with the Spirit, which comes 
with him; and 1s inſeperable from him 
tt wou'd have concealed from us a 
very important, and awakening point of 


( 106) 
dur religion. Wen wo know that in our 


beſt eſtate we are altogether - vanity ; and 
have nothing in ourſelves . but death and 


corruption, till the Son of God bids us 
live ; how natural will it be to cry out ; 


] reicbed mani ! who ſhall deliver ne Rom. = 


vii, 24. And to ſay with Pater, Lord, to 
dubom fball we go ? Thou haſt the words of 6 
N aſs. Jovi OS .- - 0: 

I wou'd not be underſtood as if I thought 
thac u hat Chriſt ſays Jo. vi chap. of eat- 
ing his fleſh and drinking his blood, was 
meant only of a Sacramental eating and 
drinking; or as if there was no time and 
way of receiving life from him, but by 
e ghee: Lord's Supper. For as 

e is firſt received by faith, ſo the life of a 
Chriſtian is a continual feeding on him, 
and growth by him. And verily I believe, 
Whoever thinks chiefly of Him, as his Dai. - 
9 Bread, when he ſays the Lord's pray- 

er, asks nothing but what Chriſt directed 
us to pray for, and intends to give. =P 
But then as he inſtituted this ordi- 
| nance for a memorial of his death and 
ſſion, and of all the benefits we receive 
Him : As the bread broken, and wine 


Poured out, is a lively emblem, or ſpea- 
> has 


{ 107 ) 


i king picture of his body broken, and 


blood ſhed for us: And being taken into 


our mouths, and converted into the nou- 


riſhment of our bodies, of the ſpiritual 


nouriſhment we draw from him; And 


as we do then more eſpecially, and in the 


moſt ſolemn manner profeſs our faith in, 


and dependance upon him for all his be- 
nefits: We therefore believe with good 
reaſon, that the conſtant, devout uſe of 
this Sacrament is not only þragrears 5 vir- 
tue of the command Do this in remem- 
brance of me ; but alſo that it has an extra- 
ordinary bleſſing attending it ; brings us 
to a nearer union with Chriſt; increaſes 
our graces ; and i in a more eſpecial man- 
r. 

4. e and refreſhes our fouls; 3 


as our bodies are by the bread and wine. 


It is ſo apt a ſimilitude, and fo eaſily un- 
derſtood, that it is needleſs to multiply 


words to explain it. Only fix it deeply | 


in your minds once for all, that as. the 
body is fitted to receive it's proper nou- 
riſhment, and muſt die for want of it; 


ſo by the Fall we have loſt the image, 


or life of God in our ſouls; and muſt 
have it reſtored to us in Chriſt. And 


when it is reſtored, it muſt be maintain- 


ed 


5 


unn. Ns — — DI" 
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1 ed, and kept up by continual ſupplies from 
7 him ; and by a due preparation pf our 
. | hearts and ſouls to receive him. 

Conſider therefore that it is required 
of them who come to the Lord's Supper, 

| 1 to examine tbemſe.ves whether they repent them 

N truly of their former ſins, fledfaſtly purpoſing to 
| j lead a new life ; whether they bave a lively 

mb ſenſe of God's mercies in Chriſt, with a thank= 

ful remembrance of bis ceath ; and be in chari- 
ty with all men; that is, whether they have 
indeed any ſpiritual life in them? Of 
which Repentance, Faith, and Charity are 
unqueſtionable ſigns. And wherever they 

11-4 are real, can proceed from no will, wifdom 
i | or ſtrength of our own ; but are undoubt- 
= || edly the work of God's Spirit in us. Jo. 

| RY, ., Fail. ii, 13. : 

= | | Underſtand then, that Repentance is a 

cContinual; humbling ſenſe and apprehen- 

1 ſion of our ſtate and nature, as diſpleaſing 

: to God before our converſion, and effect- 

_ —_ ang at the beſt, always imper- 


——U— —— 


3 . N That it is a knowledge and belief of 
. fin, as the preateſt of all evils; as our 


curſe and death ; the cauſe of our ſepe- 
ration 
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ration from God; and expoſing us to a 


ſentence of eternal damnation. 7 
That it is true inward ſhame and concern 

not only for all our open wilful ſins; but 
alſo for the dreadful alienation of our hearts 
from God; as the * of all my en 
the root of all ſin in us: 


And that therefore it is t only a tm | 


ing from fin, but turning to the Lord ; not 

only a forſaking of one or more groſs ſins, 
merely becauſe of the miſchiefs and incon- 
veniĩences they bring upon us in this world: 


in which ſenſe many turn from ſin in ſome 


degree, who never turn to the Lord; but 
an earneſt deſire and will to have the bent 


of our hearts changed from 6 to n | 


from the world to God. 
Underſtand that Faith in one meaning 


of the wordis a belief of the Bible, as Gods : 
method of dilivering us from ſin ; and the 


revelation of his will for our ſalvation. 
In another, is our acceptance of, and 
cloſing with this method; from a full con- 


viction of the eee, and eee of 


it: 


| that the moſt material, and what our Ca- 
techiſm here chiefly fixeth our thoughts 


vue it Is a ory E 4 of God's mercies in 


Oorift; 


In e meaning of the word; and 
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arit; that i is, of our being reconciled. to 
God thro' Chriſt, working at the root of 
all we do; fixing us in love, and hearty 
obedicnceto him, andbringing on a oe 
of our tempers and affections. 

And Charity is a gracious ſpirit of love 
to all mankind ; prompting us upon all 
occaſions to forbear, and forgive ; to pity 
our fellow creatures, and help them in 
their diſtreſſes; fo to hate the fins of all, 
as to hate the perſons of none; but to do 
all the good we can to _ ſoulsand bodies 


of all men. 1 
But tho? 1 bave told vo what "HOY 5 


15 tance, Faith, and Charity are; and ſhew- 


ed you the mark which all true Chriſtians 
are continuallyaimingat; yet I do not think 
that none ſhould come to the Communion 
but ſuch as are poſſeſſed of theſe qualifica- 
tions in the higheſt, or in a very high de- 
gree. Sincere repentance, and turning to 
God undoubtedly there muſt be; becauſe 
without it, there 1s no poſhbility of com- 
ing to Chriſt for the forgiveneſs and reno- 

vation that is by him. But then our faith 

in him, tho' weak, and fometimes aflault- 


ed with doubts and fears, may nevertheleſs 


be a true faith. And our charity, or love, 


Fey ir does not Tome up to St. Paul's de- 
| | ſcription 5 


( 


15 ſcription of i it, x Cor xi11, ated inagrow- 
ing ſtate. If none were to come to the 


' Sacrament but thoſe who are as perfect as 


ever they will be, few or none muſt come. 
It was ordained for our confirmation, and 
improvement in theſe, and all other graces; . 
that therein we might remember Chriſt as 
the Author and fintther of our faith; and 
put in our claim to his benefits. Not by 
a declaration of our perfection, but by 
pleading our weakneſs and unworthineſs _ 
before him; as we then do in an humble 


— conſeſnon of our fins. And therefore God 


forbid that any who have found out their 
ſin, and their Saviour; and deſire to be 
found in him, that they may not only be 
reputed but made holy by him; and "with 
2 much to be deliver d from the power, 
| niſhment of fin; I fay again, Gad 
fo id that they ſhou's be hinders, or hin- 
der themſelves from e to the holy 
Communion. 

I wou'd now cloſe all 1 have. 0 n to 


you at this time upon the Catechiſm, Wich 
| calling upon you to examine yourſelves 
concerning your willingneſs and prepara- 
tion to receive the Sacrament as often as 
you have opportunity ; to conſider your 
n in this matter, as a teſt of your 
K+ * . 


Ae. 4 ca 
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; Chriſtianity ; and ſo FIT an infallible mark 
to judge of your religious ſtate by, as that 
in the want of it you cannot be Chriſtians. 
Chriſt, you know, commands it; St. Paul 
tells us, that this ſhewing, this manner of 
letting forth the Lord's death, and declar- 
ing our faith in it, is to continue to the 
world's end. The chief points of Chriſti- 
an knowledge are contained in it; our pri- 
viledges, our duties, our comforts, are 
therein ſignified, - and conveyed to us. 
The Chriſtian Covenant, | the Chriſtian Faith, 
the Chriſtian Obedience, the Chri fltien Prayer, 
are ſum'd up and repreſented in it; en- 
forced, or exerciſed by it. God's Cope 


ran of peace to mankind in the blood of 
his ſon: Our feaſting at his table, in to= 


ken of our Faith in him, and dependance 
upon him, for the pardon of our fins 
and our acceptance with God: The 
offer and preſentation of our Obedience, 
of ourſelves, our ſouls and bodies to be a 
reaſonable, holy, and lively ſacrifice unto 
God; eſpecially in That part of it, which 
Chriſt himſelf lays ſo peculiar a ſtreſs upon 
as to make it the badge of our diſcipleſhip, 
and love to him, viz. Charity, or unfeign- 
ed, univerſal love: And devant application 


to the chrone of e for ſtrength to do 
the | 


© oe 7 


the will of God from the heart, in virtue 
of our union with Chrift, and by power 
derived from him : Thefe, 1 fay, are the 
great points of this Ordinance ; the blef= 
fings, or the buſineſs of it. _ Fs 
Can you call yourſelves Chriſtians, and = 
yet think this ſacred action of eating bread ' 
and drinking wine in remembrance of 
Chriſt ; in which all God's mercies are 
confirmed to us; and we make a tender 
to him of the beſt we have, our repen- 
tance, our faith, our thankfulneſs, our 
purpoſe of obedience, our earneſt deſire 
of reconciliation to, and union with him, 
in and thro' Chriſt Jeſus; I ſay, can you 
think it of fo little importance, as that you 
may turn your backs upon it when you 
pleaſe? Eſpecially, as it comes to you 
ſtamped with the authority of heaven, and 
is the command of your dying Saviour ? 
Alas! who can look upon the ſtate of 
things amongſt us without grief and ſhame! 
True it is, that very few in this, and o- 
tber Pariſhes, are conſtant Communicants; 
much the greateſt part of thoſe who do 
come to the Sacrament, oftener abſenting; 
- young perſons, and fervants, generally 
thinking themſelves unconcern'd in it; 
and Some dying without having ever re- 


3 CC 


7 


not ſtand betwixt the wrath- of God and 


ceived it at all. 888 bow ſhall "Pu 


preſs my concern for your negligence. in 


this matter, or find words to reprove it ? 
If this is not darkneſs in the midſt of Goſ- 
pel-light, ignorance of Chriſt, and ſpiri- 


tua) 1 in a country, what is; 37 
Lou have no doubt of the neceſſity, and 


benefit of remembring the death of Chriſt 


in the manner he hath ordained; you con- 
demn thoſe who reject this Sacrament ; 
and yet when you are invited to it, reſuſe 
to come. Is not this bearing witneſs N 
gainſt yourſelves, that you have but little 
ſenſe and belief of the bleſſingof aRedeem- 
er; that you are ſtill unconverted, and 


under the dominion of a worldly ſpirit ; . 


and prize other things a great deal more 


than the ſalvation he hath wrought for you? 
Tf ſin was a trouble, and a "39-14 to you, 


cou'd you ſlight any means or opportunity 


of being affur'd of the pardon, and deli- 


ver'd from the power of it? IS Chriſt 

precious to you, and the bent of your heart 

towards him, and can you bear the andy, 75 | 
of leaving it to others to feed upon his 
moſt precious body and blood ? vou 
know and believe that all your hopes are 
treaſured up in him; and that if he does 


your 


( mg ) 


your ſins, you muſt; periſh ; and yet wien 
he calls you to own him, and be owned by 
him, and receive freſh ſupplies of ſpiri- 
tual life at his hands, deliberately and of- 
ten turn away from him? If you had an 
eſtate made over to you, upon the conditi- 
on of Performing and repeating a certain; 
action, expreſſive. of your love, and grati- 
tude to the Donor of it; and had reafon to 
believe your title to it would be render d 
precarious by a neglect of performance; 
which of you would ever neglect, or omit 
it? And if you did, wou'd it not be a 
proof that you were indifferent i in the mat- 
ter, and in the main unconcern'd about it?: 
If Chriſt, hath deliver'd us from eternal 
damnation, and purchaſed our title to the 
heavenly inheritance with his blood: And 

appointed this ſignificant action of eating 
bread, and drinking wine together in re- 


mem brance of him; to engage our affect 


ons to him; to ſhew us the abſolute nece- 
ſſity of receiving life and nouriſhment from 
him, and his purpoſe % giving it to us: 
Can you n yourſelves, that you are 
0 .carneſt ſeeking a r his bleſſings, 

eſire his: graces, when you will not 
3 to look upon this ſenſible token 


os Piece of n ordained by * 5 
an 
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and neglect ſo many opportunities of put. 
ting in for your ſhare of them, and ſecur- 
ing your title to them ? Eh, = 


For the love of God therefore, conſider 


what you are doing in the world. Exam- 
ine yourſelves concerning your faith. If 


it was working at the root of yourliſe, ſuch 
a behaviour as this could never ſpring from 


it. And without faith, you may be honeſt, 


civil, and friendly ; that is, 700 hea- 


thens, but are not good Chriſtians. See 
6. ; ALD . „ 7 *4 8 
And for want of That faith, which brings 
us hungring and thirſting to Chriſt, and eſ- 
pecially in the way of this Ordinance, pre- 


tenſes are multiplied under the name of 


ſcruples, for abſtaining from it, which are 
never to be ſatisfied. ] verily believe, that 
few inſtances excepted, they may all be re- 
ſolved into ignorance of Chrift, and of our 
want of him; and ſecret unwillingneſs to 
cloſe with him. And as to what many al- 


ledge of buſineſs, and want of time to pre- 


pare themſelves as they ought ; let them 


be exhorted to prepare themſelves as much 


as they pleaſe, by a careful inſpection into 
into the ſtate of their fouls, as our church 
directs, But then let them be told, that 

| „ thoſe 


* 


ceivt them 


1 


thoſe who truſt only in Chriſt, and Joh to 
know more of him, and to be made alive 
unto God by him, are never unprepared. 
And-that without this faith and defire, and 
actual turning to God according to the 
Goſpel, all other preparation is vain ; pro- 
ceeds upon a miſtake ; and ſhuts them up 
in blindneſs and deluſion. And whoever 
they are who come to the Sacrament with= 
out having, or deſiring to have an intereſt . 


in Chriſt; we are ſo far from encouraging 
them in it, that we declare aloud it does 
not belong te them; and cannot help be- 


ſeeching-them not to mock God, and de- 
elves any longer. For all they - 
do by their ſnameful abuſe of this moſt ſa- 


cred act of Chriſtian worſhip, is to bring 
diſgrace up 
Chriſt: andi put a fatal har in the way ot 
their own converſion ; by thinking they 


the name and religion of 


are entitled to the benefits ofwarthy fecei- 


vers, when they are utterly unqualified. | 
for them, and do not indeed deſire them. 


And I do in concluſion once more be- 
ſeech you all, dearly beloved, by your. 
hopes of mercy, to conſider and dlgeſt 


the inſtruction contained in our Churchca- 
techiſm under the ſeveral heads of the chi. 


nan en Faith, Obedience, ! 5 
an 
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Pia. cxxxi, and 1 Pet. ii, 2. 


n 


and Sacraments ; that ſo you may examine 


the ſtate of your hearts by it. The lot of 
the lower part of mankind wou'd be hard 
indeed, if, as they are but too apt to al- 
ledge, they couꝰd not underſtand this, and 
all other neceflary Chriſtian inſtructio}. 
8 let me obſerve to you again, if they do 
„it is becauſe ods are not yet poor in 


urn, and will not underſtand the truth of 


their condition. For till this is known, 
neither rich, nor poor, are capable of 


knowing any thing truly of Chriſt, and his 


religion; they can only prate about it, and 
turn it into an empty form. It goes full. 
as hard with a learned man to underſtand 
how he is by nature born in ſin, and muf 
recetve the Kingdom of Gad as a little Child, 


as it does with oo Agreed But the work : 
. e Ho this 


12 


, Lind es l Sinks 8 


A oxe appetite," know what they" want, and 


can be quieted with nothing elſe, do rubar you 


will to 8 2, Nurg children hade every 


ching to learn: are incapable of Hriting auf 
rule of conduc? for themſelves ; and receive 


dear is taught them with A ſimpliſity. 
once fo with us! Confider 


conviction. 
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Sn And by it, and by the Spirit 


of God working with it, the bleſſings of 


the Goſpel will ſoon be perceived by every 
man to be as ſuitable to his caſe, as meat 


and drink is to him, when he is hungry 


and thirſty ; and as cagerly ſought after. 


He will not only underſtand, but pray“ 


his Catechiſm 3 He will beſeech 


God, as for his life, to confirm to him His 


covenant of peace in Chriſt. To eſtabliſn 
him in the Faith of Father, Son; and Ho- 


ly Ghoſt ; and preſerve him in faithful de- 
pendance on the ever blefſed Trinity for 


the work of divine grace in his ſoul: To. 
love God with all his heart, &c. and his 


neighbour as himſelf: To know his own 


and to remember Chriſt's doth in the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's ſupper ; not only as 


his ranſom from death, but 4s the price 
with which he has bought him into his ſer- 
vice; that he may glorify God in his body, 
Fo andim Drs n, which are God's x Cor. vi, 3 


v See Bp. Kenn practice of 4 Love; 
which is an Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm 
in à continued ſtrain of rapturous devotiuns. 


20. And 


weakneſs more and more; and be ſtir'd : 
up to cry mightily to the Lord for help: 
Io live up to his Baptiſm, by dying to fin; | 


(oe. ) -. 


5 20 And ut live unte himſelf, but unto Him 
which died for bums: and "oe again, 2 cy Vs 
I 
1 5 let us all pray be that the 
God of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father f 
glory, may give unto us the ſpirit of wiſdom and 
revelation in the knowleage of hun : I he eyes of J. 
our undenſtanding being enlighten'd ; he) we 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of bis mberitance in 
| the Saints ; and what is the exceeding greatneſs 
of bis power to us ward who believe, according — 
to the working of bis mighty potwer ; which be 
* zorought in Chriſt Jg e/us ben be fuiſed bim 
eren the drad- I i, 1 7, 1125 "men. 4 
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